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JOURNAL OF MR. HASWELL. 

A part of the last dry season was spent by 
Mr. Haswell in itinerating to the north of 
Mau!main. The first excursion was on the 
Gyne river, a branch of the Salwen, and oc- 
cupied about ten days. The journal, though 
not abounding with incidents nor with 
marked indications of divine favor, illus- 
trates the “ patient continuance " in labor, 
which precedes success. 

Preaching at Zatabia — From house to 
house. 

Dec. 13, 1853. — We left Maulmain 
a little after noon, to make a short tour 
up the river Gyne. Arrived at Zatabia 
soon after four. Finding no zayat in a 
condition to shield us from the sun by 
day or the dew by night, we concluded 
to make our home in oar boat. 

After dining on the bank of the creek, 
we passed through the village to a mon- 
astery or kyoung. The priest received 
us very cordially, and we had a good 
titue in preaching to bimandothers. He 
several times acknowledged that there is 
but one true God. I tried to show him 
that ali men must be lost, unless saved 
by Christ. At times he seemed to feel 
the force of what I said, and to see that 
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he as well as others was a helpless sin- 
ner, and then would appeal to his man- 
ner of life as an evidence of his desire 
to keep the law of God. I left him still 
depending on his own meritorious works 
for salvation. 

Called at the house of the headman. 
He treated me with respect and listened 
in silence to our preaching, but mauifest- 
ed no desire to understand the gospel. 
He formerly studied surveying with br. 
Vinton, and has heard of Christ often, 
but has given no heed to what he has 
heard. Several others were present, 
and we tried to make them feel the ne- 
cessity of immediate repentance and 
faith. After leaving them, we stopped 
to address two other companies by the 
way-side, and reached our boat a little 
after ten, Had worship and retired to 
rest, feeling that I had done my duty. 
O that God would grant his blessing, so 
that the word preached may be effectual 
to the conversion of souls. 

14.— Went through the village to 
another kyoung. Found the priest, as I 
always have in my visits here, good- 
natured and ready to converse. After 
we had been there a few minutes, a 


4 
THE 
‘ 
Q 
§ 
— 
q 
a 


Maulmain. — Journal of Mr. Haswell. 


Burman came in, who appeared desirous 
to hear the gospel. When I had preached 
awhile, Moung Loon took up the sub- 
ject. The priest did not understand 
much Burman, and wished me to preach 
in Peguan; which I did, to him and 
others, while Moung Loon was engaged 
with the Burman. Having spent a con- 
siderable time at the kyoung, we went 
to a house where we addressed two old 
men. We labored to commend our- 
selves to their consciences; but, having 
ears, they heard not. It seemed beyond 
our power to gain their attention. 

After dinner we went again into the 
village. Stopped and preached to a lep- 
rous man; a good number of men, wo- 
men and children gathered around and 
listened. Called at another place and 
addressed several persons, while the as- 
sistants were preaching to a company at 
a little distance. Passing on alone, I 
met a lad who spoke to me in so affec- 
tionate and confiding a manner, as to 
awaken quite an interest in him. He 
turned, and followed me to a house 
where about a dozen men and women 
were assembled. I went in, and our 
congregation soon increased, and I 
preached to them with much satisfac- 
tion. After a while, the assistants came 
in and Ko Zoothee helped me, but 
Moung Loon was obliged to sit in silence, 
not being able to preach in Peguan. 
All listened attentively, and often ex- 
pressed their approbation of what was 
said. May God give them light. Re- 
turned to the boat very weary, but with 
a feeling of satisfaction that we had dis- 
charged our duty, whatever the result 
may be. 

Light that is darkness. 

15.— After breakfast, went to the 
house of an old man (a blacksmith), 
who has in former years listened to our 
preaching, and at times appeared to be 
an inquirer. Found him puffed up 
with pride, fancying he had attained to 
great knowledge. He brought forward 
a palm-leaf book, written in the form of 
question and answer, which taught that 
before there was a God or any other be- 
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ing, the divine law existed, that man was 
created by the law, and that those who 
observed the law would go on from one 
degree of merit to another during their 
various transmigrations, till they would 
finally attain divinity, and then nigban 
or annihilation. He had another book, 
that stated that man was created by the 
different letters of the alphabet, his eyes 
by a, his breast by e, &e. Talking to 
him was like beating the air. 

Leaving him I went to a kyoung, the 
head priest of which formerly resi- 
ded in Siam, and was acquainted with 
the present king. He showed me sev- 
eral letters that he had received from 
the king, written both in English and Si- 
amese. He has resided in this village 
ten or fifteen years, and | have uniform- 
ly called on him when I have come here. 
I had a good deal of conversation with him 
in the presence of the young priests and 
a few villagers, but fear it was to little 
purpose. In the evening, I went toa house 
where five or six men were present, and 
commenced preaching. A number of 
others soon came in, and I preached with 
satisfaction till near nine o'clock. Ko 
Zoothee was off in another part of the 
viliage, and Moung Loon could give me 
no help, as the people were all Peguans. 
I left to return to my boat, feeling that I 
had preached as long as I ought, but was 
called to by the Burmans I had met at 
the kyoung yesterday. I wentin. There 
were about twenty present ; and,as the 
master of the house was a Burman, and 
all understood that language to some ex- 
tent, I preached in it, occasionally ex- 
plaining in Peguan. Moung Loon did 
well, and I hope our evening’s labor will 
not be in vain. 


The true light—not comprehended. 

16. — As we were having worship this 
morning, the old blacksmith came and 
asked for a book, sayirg he wished to 
read and consider. I took out the Digest 
of Scripture, and read to him the selec- 
tions on the eternity of God. He seemed 
to be impressed with the language, 
and desired the book; and I gave it to 
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him, having explained and enforced the 
passages I had read. 

After breakfast, the assistants went 
into the village and I remained near my 
boat. They were encouraged by finding 
attentive listeners, and I had several 
groups of men, women and children to 
listen to me. One man, whose business 
is copying their sacred books, listened 
very attentively and was anxious to ob- 
tain a New Testament, which I gave 
him. 

In the evening, I went to the house of 
the blacksmith by invitation. Eight or 
ten men came in. One man was in- 
clined to cavil. We continued our dis- 
cussions till half past nine. The truth 
has been presented in its simplicity, and 
if they are not benefited, it will not be 
because they have not been affection- 
ately and earnestly warned and entreat- 
ed to receive and obey it. The idea 
that the divine law has always existed, 
and that divinity is to be obtained by 
keeping the law, is so firmly fixed in the 
minds of many, that nothing but the 
searching influences of the gospel can 
eradicate it. In preaching the gospel, 
we constantly come in contact with their 
erroneous views, and objections are 
raised which we cannot avoid replying 
to. 

17.— Have taken up my abode in an 
old zayat. It has only a small bit of 
roof and no walls; but, with my boat-sail 
and a large curtain, we have made it 
tenantable. 

[ let the assistants go out alone to-day, 
and remained at the zayat to rest, feel- 
ing worn and weary from the week’s 
labors ; but soon a company of men came, 
and I preached till I was thoroughly 
tired and hoarse. One man disputed, 
and others gave him occasional aid; but 
his mouth was finally stopped, and I 
preached without hindrance. After I 
had ceased, he commenced again, and 
one of my boatmen took him in hand, 
and soon sealed his mouth, and then 
preached to those disposed to listen. 
One old man remained after the others 
had left, and seemed really to have his 
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heart touched by the trath. God grant 
that, at this eleventh hour, he may be 
brought to Christ. 

18.— The Sabbath. Did not go to the 
village in the day-time. Had worship 
with my men. Read and expounded 
the 1st chapter of Romans, and all of our 
company prayed. In the evening, I 
went into the village. Addressed a com- 
pany of men, women and children, bu 
with little satisfaction. Went on till we 
came to a house where ten or fifteen 
men were assembled. Entered, and 
commenced preaching to them. Was 
sorry to find they had been drinking. 
They appeared ashamed. Those most 
affected soon left, and several sober men 
came in, and we preached with the hope 
that some at least felt that what they 
heard was true. One little boy was 
present, who had attended one of our day- 
schools in Maulmain. He appeared 
pleased to see me, and to feel that I was 
his friend. We shall yet see that our 
schools are not in vain. 

Numerous visitors —Signs of awaken- 
ing interest. 

19.— Before worship, this morning, the 
old blacksmith, accompanied by the old 
man mentioned on the seventeenth, and 
by several others, came in. I read and ex- 
pounded a part of the 12th of Romans, 
and we sung and prayed. Some of the 
men remained a long time, and listened. 
A company of about 40 women and girls, 
with offerings of rice, plantains, &c. 
on their heads for the nats (evil spirits), 
passed the zayat. Several came to the 
zayat during the day, and I feel encour- 
aged in my labors. There is evidence 
that some are not at rest in their minds. 
May they be led to Christ and find their 
rest in him. The assistants found good 
listeners in the village. 

In the evening, I went to a house 
where we found several to listen. One 
woman was preparing nat offerings. I 
tried to convince them of the wicked- 
ness of nat worship, and to persuade 
them to worship and serve the true God, 
who could deliver them from the power 
of the devil. After I bad preached till 
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I was tired, I set Moung Loon at work; 
but the people said they could not un- 
derstand Burman, so I commenced again. 
We had a good company, and they lis- 
tened attentively. 

Returned to our boat, and made pre- 
parations to leave for Damatha early in 
the morning. We have sowed the seed 
of the kiogdom. I know we have 
preached the gospel here, and have done 
it as faithfully and affectionately as we 
were able. We look to God for his 
blessing. From him cometh our help. 
Visit to Damatha— Inquirers, but not 

in heart. 

20. — Arrived at Damatha about sun- 
rise. Found but very few people at 
home, nearly all being away in their 
paddy (rice) fields, gathering their har- 
vest. Had bat litle opportunity to 
preach during the day. In the evening 
saw two men who have for a long time 
professed to be inquirers. One of them, 
Ko Byaw, is a Burman, about 80 years 
of age. He appears to be really con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity, but 
is very much afraid of the priests, and 
fears that his children would forsake him, 
if he should become a Christian. Tried 
to show him that it was his duty to obey 
God, let the consequences be what they 
might. The other man is a Peguan, his 
name is Ko Won. He is a man of some 
wealth. Ile makes loud professions of 
his belief in Christianity, and talks much 
of the folly of idolatry; but I fear his 
keart is far from God. Tried to show 
him the necessity of the new birth. O 
for God's Spirit to teach this people, that 
they may know and embrace the truth. 

21.— Went to the house of a sick 
man, and tried to preach to him and sev- 
eral women ;— but they, having ears, 
heard net. Left them, and went to the 
kyoung. Talked for a time with the in- 
mates on general subjects, as astronomy, 
natural history, &c.; shaping my re- 
marks so as to come in contact with their 
scriptures. They became interested, 
and after a while I came direct to the 
subject of religion, and bad a very satis- 
factory time in preaching. In the even- 
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ing we went first to the house of Ko 
Byaw. Had a very interesting time. 
The old man and one of his daughters 
paid fixed attention. I endeavored to 
open to them the plan of salvation 
through Christ, and to show them that 
man cannot help himself. After I had 
done, he said to the assistants, “ His 
words have not gone in at one ear and 
out at the other, but have gone down 
into my heart.” He told us the year of 
his birth, and if aright, he is 84 years 
old. May the Lord have mercy on him. 
Went again to Ko Won. Tried to show 
him the necessity of a change of heart; 
that a mere change of profession would 
not save him. 

22. — Went to Terranah, a village of 
between 200 and 300 houses, hoping to 
find more people. But almost every 
house was closed, and the people off in 
their harvest fields. In the evening | 
returned to Damatha, and was joined by 
brethren Ranney and Bixby, and others, 
who have come up to see the caves, &c. 


Idols of wood and stone --And they 
that made them, 


23.— Spent the forenoon in visiting 
the cave and ascending a bill, from which 
we had a fine view of the surrounding 
country. The cave is in alimestone bill, 
which rises abruptly out of the plain. 
It extends quite through the hill. It was 
formerly used as an idol temple, and was 
filled with images of Gaudama of all 
sizes. They are now in ruins; not a 
single one in good condition. Some 
were made of wood, and are eaten by 
white ants; others, of brick and plaster, 
and gilded, but they have fallen to 
pieces. Some were of alabaster, and are 
corroded by the bat ordure that has 
fallen upon them. Where are those who 
built and worshipped them? ‘Their 
bodies long since returned to dust ; but 
where are their spirits? Shall we leave 
their descendants, unwarned, to follow in 
their steps and share their doom ? 
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PROME MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. SIMONS. 

Voyage to Prome — Ravages of dacoits. 

Prome, April 7, 1854.—We left 
Maulmain on the night of Jan. 13th, in a 
schooner, and arrived in Rangoon on the 
19th,—the schooner having been de- 
tained two or three days in the river, by 
order of the Commissioner, who wished 
to forward despatches by her. During 
our short stay in Rangoon, we occupied 
one of the rooms in the mission house, 
and were hospitably entertained by br. 
and sr. Ingalls. We left on the 30th, 
and reached Prome February 18th. 
Having, besides our furniture and bag- 
gage, ten boxes of books and tracts for 
the Prome mission, two large Burmese 
boats were engaged, and the stern part 
of one was fitted up for our own accom- 
modation. The difficulty of going by 
this conveyance instead of the steamer, 
owing to the danger of meeting dacoits, 
was obviated by the intelligence that fifty 
boats were soon to leave with govern- 
ment stores, having a guard of one hun- 
dred sepoys under the command of an 
English officer. The boats were an- 
chored every night in the stream, a short 
distance from the banks. This was a 
wise precaution; for when at anchorage 
off the town of Monyo, about midnight, 
dacoits attacked the place, set fire to 
several houses, and took away with them 
the head man, * his son and another man. 
Tt was truly distressing to witness such a 
scene; the defenceless inhabitants es- 
caping for their lives with their boats, 
and some going in one direction and 
some in another. A gun-boat at anchor 
near by fired a gun several times, to 
frighten the dacoits. They soon fled, 
taking with them all that was valuable 
which came within their reach. The in- 
habitants returned, and then commenced 
the cries and lamentations of relatives for 
those who were missing. Ten houses 
were burnt to ashes. This was the third 
time the place had been attacked. 


*I had given him in the evening, while on shore, 
some tracts, and left him reading them, little think- 
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The seed springing up. 

On our way, we had frequent oppor- 
tunities for distributing tracts to persons 
desirous to have them, especially on 
Lord’s days, when we rested; and, oc- 
casionally, when they gathered around 
us in groups, we talked to them of Jesus 
Christ, the only Saviour. Ko En, the 
native assistant, was in company. At 
Henthadah, Moung Bwah and family re- 
side; himself and wife are members of 
the church at Tavoy. He was from 
home. His wife sent us a present of 
fruit to our boat. On Lord’s days, a 
few gather together for worship at his 
house. Ko Inge, a merchant, informed 
me that he had not worshipped idols for 
years, and that he believed in the true 
God. Members of his family also had 
heard the gospel at Arracan, Rangoon 
and other places, and believed it. He 
wished me to send him some books, that 
he might have more light, — which I 
have done. 

We are living in a zayat, fitted up with 
bamboos and mats by br. Kincaid. We 
are both in the same compound. Here 
we can remain, till the water rises in 
July. It will be three feet deep under 
our houses ; and when it subsides, which 
it does in a short time, strangers are 
liable to fevers. By that time we hope 
to have a spot selected on the bank of 
the river near the city, and buildings 
temporarily erected. At present, ma- 
terials for buildings cannot be had, as 
the government have monopolized all 
the timber, and none dare purchase any 
till the barracks at Namyan and Thayet 
are finished. 

May 24.—Most of the above was writ- 
ten, to be sent at the time .of date; but 
somehow has been delayed. If our 
letters are not ready before the steamer 
reaches this, we seldom have much time 
for writing after the notice for closing 
the mails has been given. 

The work advancing — Baptisms. 


We see and hear much to encourage 
us in our work. On Lord’s days, over a 


ing what was to happen to him in so short a time. 


hundred men and women, beside chil- 
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dren, attend the zayat in the centre of 
the city, to hear the gospel preached. 
After preaching, they stay and gather in 
groups around the native assistants, to 
hear the explanations which they give of 
the truths of the gospel, by illustrations 
which they seem easily to understand. 
Twenty-five have been baptized, and 
among them are Mary and Sophia, two 
of the girls who were in our family. We 
have made a few visits to Shwadoung, 
and found the people willing to hear. 
We hope soon to have a zayat for preach- 
ing there, and an assistant engaged in 
ministering daily the words of life. Pa- 
doung and other places will be visited, 
so soon as our temporary dwellings are 
finished. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTERS OF MR. BRAYTON. 

In constituting the new Missions in 
Southern Burmah, Mr. Brayton was as- 
signed as a Pwo missionary to Shwaygyeen 
Mission. Subsequently, on finding that the 
Karens in that vicinity are mostly Sgaus, 
he passed over to Rangoon, and thence as- 
eended the Irrawadi as far as Henthadah, 
120 miles. The following letters shew what 
numbers of Pwos are to be found in that 
region, especially in the neighborhood of 
Donabew, and what encouragements there 
are to labor among them. We put these 
letters in connection with the Rangoon 
Mission, on account of the proximity of 
Donabew to Rangoon, of which, or of Hen- 
thadah, it may eventually become an out- 
station. 


Pwos on the Irrawadi— Donabew out- 
station. 

Rangoon, Jan. 12, 1854. — I have just 
returned from a trip to Henthadah. I 
remained there five days, and at Dona- 
bew, about forty miles this side of Hen- 
thadah, four days. I also called at sev- 
eral places between here and there. I 
find that there are many Pwos near this 
city, and believe it to be an important 
place for a Pwo missionary in connection 
with the Sgau. But the comparative 
claims between this and Donabew are 
in favor of the latter. I found many 
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Pwos in the immediate vicinity also of 
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Henthadah, but not near as many as at 
Donabew. The Sgaus predominate at 
the former, the Pwos at the latter place. 
At Donabew, in a semicircle with a ra- 
dius of some two or three miles, there are 
more Pwosthan inall the Mergui prov- 
ince. On the opposite side of the river 
there are about as many more, near the 
river; and if we extend the radius of 
the circle to a day's travel from Dona- 
bew, the number will be increased ten- 
fold, while in Mergui the nearest Pwos 
are nearly two days’ travel from town; 
and others increasingly distant, from that 
to tenor twelve days. There are also 
many Sgaus in the vicinity of Donabew. 
And I was happy to find that I experi- 
enced no particular difficulty in telling 
the simple story of the cross in Syau. 
The field through all this region, and up 
and down this river, seems to present a 
very inviting place for missionary labor at 
the present time. Among all the Karens 
whom I have seen since my arrival here, 
I have not yet heard the jirst sentence in 
favor of idolatry, or nat-worship. But 
the Pwos say,“ Many of the Sgaus 
have become disciples, for they have bad 
teachers a long time ; and now that our 
own teacher, who talks our own lan- 
guage, has come, we too must learn to 
read and become Jesus Christ's disci- 
ples.” The Burmans, too, listen with 
fixed attention and apparent interest. 
Both Henthadah and Donabew have 
thus far proved to be remarkably healthy 
for Europeans. This is not what one would 
be led to suppose from their situation. 
During the rains, the river overflows its 
banks, and spreads over the whole re- 
gion of country. There is ne place to 
put a house, where it is not covered with 
water, or is swampy during the rains. 
And at Donabew there is a slight slope 
in the land from the river, so that, in 
order to avoid the swamp as much as 
possible, it is necessary to be as near as 
we can conveniently to the river. But 
government have occupied all the va- 
cant ground, and the only suitable 
place which I could find for a com- 
pound, has on it a cluster of native huts, 
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which it will be necessary to purchase 
at an expense of some two or three hun- 
dred rupees. The ground ought to be 
raised some three feet, before a perma- 
nent house is built; i.e. the place on 
which the house is to stand; and this 
should be surrounded with a water- 
course laid with bricks and cement. 
Besides, it will be necessary to have sev- 
eral drains leading into the river, so 
that as soon as the river begins to fall, 
the compound can be drained. Such a 
house will cost, I suppose, between two 
hundred and three hundred rupees, and 
together with buying out the Burmans, 
a well and fencing, some five or six hun- 
dred rupees. The long desired spot, a 
place to live among the people for whom 
we labor, is thus found; and may the 
Lord grant us an abundant harvest of 
precious souls! 

Maubee Karen Association —Its 

growth and promise. 

Karen jungle, Ray-thoo, Feb. 13.— 
More than sixteen years ago I was 
designated to labor among the Maubee 
Karens. But the providence of God 
has led me in other ways until the pres- 
ent time. I am now at this place with 
br. Vinton ; and we have here just form- 
ed an association called the “ Maubee 
Association.” It embraces thirteen Ka- 
ren churches and a total number of 777 
members. 253 have been baptized dur- 
ing the year, and six of these churches 
have sprung up during the same time. 
These thirteen churches are connected 
with the same number of villages, the 
great majority of whose inhabitants are 
Christians. We have great reason to 
thank God and take courage for what 
has been done, in His abounding good- 
ness and love. But we are most loudly 
admonished not to sleep at our posts. 
Last evening we ascertained, that within 
the bounds of this Association there are 
more than three hundred Karen villages, 
and the Karens say four or five hun- 
dred. Out of all this mass, thirteen only 
have as yet become Christian villages. 
What a call for effort and the prayer of 
Faith! 
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At present the northern limits of the 
Association extend to the region of Don- 
abew, but as there are now four small 
churches in that vicinity, we hope to 
have material for a Donabew Association 
another year. 

In regard to Donabew as a place for a 
permanent missionary station, there are 
some considerations which I did not 
think to mention in my last, and which 
some regard as important. One is, it is 
not certain that it will be kept up as a 
military station. Donabew is not down 
in the governor-general’s list for military 
stations. Still, the local officers are 
strong in favor of it, and they think it 
will be continued as such. Another 
consideration is, there is no English phy- 
sician nearer than Henthadah. Anotber, 
there is no European society. These 
are considerations which to myself and 
family are more favorable than other- 
wise ; but they are not so with all; and 
therefore it is but just that the Commit- 
tee should take them into consideration. 

Spirit of earnest inquiry. 

Donabew, May 15. — We have abun- 
dant reason to praise God for what we 
are permitted to witness at the present 
time. Karens listen to the truth with 
an interest which I have never before 
seen manifested, even among that people. 
There is evidently abroad a spirit of earn- 
est inquiry. Ever since our arrival 
here, more than two months since, our 
house has been daily thronged. Maulti- 
tudes, of course, come from mere curi- 
osity ; but it affords an excellent oppor- 
tunity for presenting truth. And that 
many from the numberless villages about 
are really seeking salvation, we have 
abundant evidence. Myself and family 
spent last Thursday in a settlement of 
Pwos, some eight miles from here, where 

we have good reason to believe there 
are some six or eight families, at least, 
who may be termed sincere “ inquirers.” 
Sabbath before last, I baptized a man 
and his wife, who came out amid much 
opposition from the Burmese. They 
have been imprisoned, beaten, fined, &c., 
by the head man of the district, simply 
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because they came to my house. They 
live some ten miles from here. I 
trust others from their vicinity will soon 
follow their example. 

Yesterday (Sab.) I baptized a man 
and wife and a young woman, who live 
in a village some four miles distant. 
People in every direction are entreating 
us to come to their villages, and are 
wanting preachers and teachers to come 
and teach them the “ white book.” Bat 
our hearts are pained that in Pwo we 
have only one single individual for this 
purpose. The barvest is indeed great, 
but the laborers are few. May the Lord 
raise up among us His own laborers! 

While writing these few lines, I have 
had to stop some halfa dozen times; and 
as a company of interesting men are now 
present, I must close this, and go to 
preaching Jesus to these precious souls. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BEECHER. 


The facts narrated in the following letter 
are of the most cheering character; not only 
for their own intrinsic interest, but still more 
as indicative of the degree of advancement 
already attained by the Bassein churches, 
and of the promise which they hold out for 
the future. Every paragraph is a subject for 
study ; —a quarterly ministerial conference 
—self-supporting churches, building their 
own chapels and providing for their own 
ministers — personal and wide spread con- 
cern for spiritual things — ministerial con- 
scientiousness and just appreciation of the 
preacher’s office — a home missionary society 
—liberal offerings to the treasury —and 
self-consecration to the missionary work, — 
not to dwell on the addition tu the member- 
ship of the churches, itself an occasion of 
joy in the presence of the angels of God. 
What glorious prospects are spreading out 
before the churches in Burmah! Ard who 
can withhold the prayer, requested at the 
close of the letter, for the yet more abundant 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on these 
pastors and churches, and the missionaries, 
and on the heathen ! 


Quarterly Conference—Church at 
Moekoo, and its chapel. 

We have just been permitted to meet 

the native preachers at another Minis- 
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terial Conference, which was held at 
Moekoo May 13-15 inclusively ; — and 
I have much pleasure in sending you a 
report of it. It was very gratifying to 
find, on arriving at the village, located 
about 20 miles west of Bassein, a neat, 
commodious and substantial chapel, just 
rebuilt; the floor being laid with sawn 
boards, which is as yet quite a novelty in 
the Karen villages, though we hear of 
several churches that are now following 
the example of the church at Moekoo, 
The people of this, Moung Bo'’s church, 
have suffered little or nothing from the 
war, and now find themselves able to sup- 
port entirely their own pastor, and to ex- 
pend what is, for Karens, a liberal sum on 
their house of worship. The wide and 
pleasant contrast between this house and 
the places where we have preached the 
gospel and called upon the name of the 
Lord in our recent tours in heathen vil- 
lages, has often led us to repeat the 
words of the Psalmist,‘ How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!” 

The good attendance at this meeting 
was a renewed proof of the deep inter- 
est which this people feel in the great 
work which we are striving to promote. 
We had feared that the people would be 
80 busily engaged in repairing and build- 
ing their houses, and otherwise prepar- 
ing for the rains now near at hand, that 
few would be present; but we were hap- 
pily disappointed in meeting there thirty- 
one pastors, five or six preachers of the 
Missionary Society, and a congregation of 
more than 500 on the Sabbath, making 
no account of the many who returned, 
on hearing that the small pox had 
broken out in the village. Letters were 
received from several pastors who could 
not attend, expressing their continued 
interest in the cause, and their regret at 
not being able to be present. 
Ordination of Tway Gyau—His char- 

acter and qualifications. 

Saturday, the first day of the meeting, 
was occupied with the reports of the 
pastors and the examination of Tway 
Gyau, a candidate for ordination. Our 
time was too limited to allow all of the 
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pastors present to speak ; but those who 
were called upon for a brief account of 
their labors and of their Christian ex- 
perience for the first three months, spoke 
of the exercises of their own minds and 
their views of their own calling with a 
freedom and intelligence which showed 
plainly that the examinations, to which 
they are subject at these meetings, has 
led them to closer self-examination than 
they were formerly accustomed to prac- 
tise. At our first conference, about nine 
months since, it was with difficulty that 
some of them could be made to compre- 
hend what we meant when we asked 
them to relate their Christian and minis- 
terial experience; but the contrast at 
this meeting was a gratifying proof of 
their growth in grace and the knowledge 
of Christ. 

The Christian experience and call to 
the ministry of Tway Gyau, as brought 
out in his examination, were very satis- 
factory ; but his blameless Christian life 
for about fifteen years, and his success as 
a pastor for about twelve years, were the 
ehief proofs of his fitness for ordination. 
The church of which he is pastor were 
unanimous in asking for his ordination, 
and all of the preachers and elders pre- 
sent with one voice approved. He is 
truly a good man, and blessed with the 
same excellent traits of mind and char- 
acter, though in a less prominent degree, 
as his lamented brother Tway Po; —a 
man of whom no one can speak evil, and 
no one can despise. I spent a Sabbath 
wich him a few weeks since, and his 
house — furnished with tables and chairs 
of his own manufacture, and books, of 
a goodly number, bearing marks of a 
faithful use — reminded me strongly of 
what I had seen at the house of the be- 
loved and studious pastor of Thayreen. 

Our brethren Moung Yay, Po Tway 
and Shway Bo, (Myat Keh was detained 
by sickness,) performed, in a very appro- 
priate manner, the several duties assign- 
ed tothem. The profound silence and 
marked attention of the congregation 
throughout the exercises, were soffi- 
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in the solemn services of the oc- 
casion. The same may be said re- 
specting the services of the dedication 
of the house in which we held our meet- 
ings, which occurred on the morning of 
the Sabbath, the same day with the or- 
dination, which occupied the afternoon. 
We regretted the necessity of crowding 
so many duties into one day ; but could 
not avoid it, without protracting our 
meeting to an extent which the oppres- 
sive heat, the near approach of the rains, 
and the great anxiety of the people to 
return, would not warrant. 

Home Missionary Society — Additions 

to the churches. 

The meeting of the Home Missionary 
Society occupied the greater part of 
Monday ; and it was here that the most 
interesting items were brought out, re- 
specting the labors and results of the 
past quarter. It appeared from the re- 
ports of the pastors and missionaries, 
that one new church has been formed, 
about 150 have professed conversion to 
Christ, and 176 have been baptized. 
Another indication of the progress of 
Christianity and its universal attendant, 
civilization, is seen in the gratifying 
fact, that the churches of this mission 
have now in course of erection about 
twenty chapels and as many school- 
houses. 


Missionary contributions — Native mis- 
sionaries to Prome. 
The Treasurer of the Home Society 


reported that 163 rupees have been con- 
tributed during the quarter just closed. 
Upon making known to the society the 
request of br. Kincaid, for some Karen 
preachers to labor in the region of his 
station, two young men of excellent 
character as Christians and preachers 
were immediately appointed to go in 
answer to the Macedonian cry from 
Prome ;—and I have the pleasure of 
adding that these missionaries are al- 
ready on their way to their field. Pray 
for us, that the enlightening and quick- 
ening influences of the Holy Spirit may 
be poured out upon us, upon these pas- 
tors and churches, and upon the heathen, 


cient proof of the deep interest felt 


more and more abundantly. 
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TAVOY MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 


Tour to Mata— Death and character 
of an early Karen convert. 


Feb. 7, 1854.— We left Tavoy for 
Mata this day, at ten o'clock, A. M. 
Our coolies and cook we sent on by land, 
purposing to proceed ourselves by boat 
and to dine here. But it is now neap 
tides, and we found, when it was too late 
to retreat, that at such times it is impos- 
sible to come to this place in boats. 
Hence, after many useless efforts to coax 
our boat along, we left it fast in the 
mud ; and instead of dining here at four 
in the afternoon, we found ourselves at 
eight in the evening searching in a 
dense jungle for the Mata road. We 
found the road, and arrived at this spot 
about ten o'clock, too much fatigued to 
dine, to say nothing of the lateness of 
the hour. 

We find here one of the assistants, 
who brings the very sad intelligence of 
the death of the Karen goung-yoke 
who resided in Mata. He died last 
Friday, after an illness of only a few 
hours. This man was one of the very 
first Karen converts,— he being the first 
or second baptized, after Ko Thah-byu. 
He had sustained the office of goung- 
yoke about ten years. The office required 
him to travel extensively ; and, wherev- 
er he went, his influence seems always 
to have been on the side of Christ and 
his cause. Both among the Christians 
and the heathen, his character was un- 
blemished. He was one of the most 
intelligent Karens I have yet seen. We 
have frequently remarked, we would like 
to have the goung-yoke and his wife ap- 
pear in America, as specimens of what 
the gospel can do for the heathen. But 
the old man is gone. We shall no more 
see his venerable form in the city, nor 
enjoy his valuable counsels at Mata. 
But we will look to God, who can raise 
up others who can take his place. 
Crossing the mountains — Mata church 

and chapel. 

8.— We have to-day ascended the 
mountains and are now encamped upon 
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their summit. We are quite separated 
from the busy world. We hear the social 
chat of our coolies by their brilliant fires, 
and ever and anon the crash of a bam- 
boo by the elephant in pursuit of for- 
age. All else is still, save the hum 
of insects. O itis good to feel assured 
that we are now remembered in the 
prayers of our friends, 

9.— Arrived in Mata to-day. Find 
all the disciples in usual health. They 
have just built them a spacious board 
chapel. It is, on the whole, the best 
chapel we have seen in the Karen jun- 
gles. It was built at the expense of the 
church ; and, considering the scarcity of 
paddy during the year, it was a great 
undertaking ; for, in addition to the labor 
bestowed on it, they have spent two 
hundred rupees for sawed timber. They 
have also furnished their pastor with 
food, and contributed forty-one rupees 
to the Tavoy Missionary Society. Here, 
therefore, we begin to see what we de- 
sire so much to witness in every place, 
—a church building its own house of 
worship, supporting its own ordained 
minister, and conducting ts own church 
business. 

11.— Yesterday we made prepara- 
tions for a tour of a week or ten days 
up one of the sources of the Tenasserim 
river, mostly among the heathen. Mrs. 
Thomas remains in Mata, where she will 
be far more comfortable and quite as 
useful. Incoming up the river to this 
place to-day, I visited all the Karens 
who live on its shores. The first four 
or five miles may be said to be the prop- 
erty of the Matachurch. Several worthy 
members of the church live here in the 
midst of their gardens, but attend meet- 
ing regularly in Mata. But still farther 
up the river I found others who evident- 
ly had but little spiritual life, while some 
for years have been regarded as apos- 
tates. The case of one backslider was 
to me full of interest. When I had read 
the Scriptures and prayed at the house, 
Kaulaupau commenced conversing with a 
middle-aged woman. He told her he 
had not seen her before for many years. 
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He reminded her how much he had 
done for her in other days, and how she 
had been as a daughter tomamma Wade; 
and exhorted her with affectionate earn- 
estness not to apostatize. She seemed 
like one awaking out of a long sleep. 
She said she had a heathen husband, 
who had compelled her to leave Mata; 
—that where she had lived, she knew 
not when the Sabbath dawned ;— and 
now that she had returned so near to 
Mata, she would again attend meeting. 
It is easier to hope for such an one than 
for some others, who, under better cir- 
cumstances, never went astray. 

Church at Lertahpoo—‘‘A people of 

God.”’ 

12.— Have passed the Sabbath here 
in Lertahpoo, one of our most interest- 
ing Christian villages; all the converts 
strong in the faith, and increasingly so. 
Two have been added by baptism, en- 
larging the little church, which com- 
menced its existence three years ago, 
to twenty-one members. There is rea- 
son to think that the influence of these 
Christians is felt by their heathen neigh- 
bors. It is very cheering to one’s spirits 
to spend this holy day among such a 
band of disciples, who, a short time be- 
fore, “were not the people of God.” 
Two of the members of this church are 
evidently near their graves. Upon my 
asking one of them if she feared death, 
her reply was, “ No, I have no fear; I 
am anxious about nothing except this, 
my youngest child, who, if we are called 
away, bas no other Christian friend.” 
This child — a young woman — was bap- 
tized on our first visit to this place. All 
her brothers and sisters are still in heath- 
en darkness, a darkness which can be 
best appreciated by contrasting those 
heathen children with this their Christian 
sister. 

The preacher’s work — His sufficiency, 
of God. 

13.— This has been a very tiresome 
day. From the time I left the Christian 
village early this morning until now, late 
at night, 1 have been among the hea- 
then. I have many times told them the 
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simple and yet wonderful story of the 
cross. Some have listened with atten- 
tion, but the greater part have seemed 
quite indifferent. O, I rejoice that 
Christ has not sent his servants to convert 
the heathen, but to preach to them the 
gospel. This is what I love to do; and 
I only wish I could be so employed 
all the time. We are this evening in 
the house of a head man, of whom we 
entertain some hopes that he bas passed 
from death unto life; but he does not 
seem inclined to take a decided stand. 
O for a little more power from above. 

14.— Another day among the de- 
graded heathen. We left the house of 
the head man early this morning, after 
warning all of the danger of procrastina- 
tion. Before reaching the boat, I enter- 
ed another apology for a house, and re- 
quested Kaulaupau to come up, as there 
were four or five Karens present ; — up- 
on which the man of the house replied, 
“There is not a person here.” He sat 
with a half scornful smile, while we 
preached to them Christ. His wife 
could not look us in the face, but seemed 
to be confident that we could not touch 
her husband’s heart, and that she could 
hold out as long as he. 

Passing up the river, I visited several 
other houses, the inhabitants of which 
were a little more reasonable; but the 
melting story of Christ's sufferings did 
not seem to affect their hearts in the 
least. Called at a small village, where I 
met several children coming to the river 
for water; who on seeing me fled as 
from a tiger, so unaccustomed are they to 
see a white man. [lere one house was 
literally crowded with people. As I was 
approaching this house, about a dozen 
men had taken their leave, who sat 
down upon some large fallen trees, and 
listened with attention to all I had to 
say. Bot there is a habit of mind in all 
these people so very unlike any thing in 
American character, that their remaining 
to listen is no proof that the Spirit of 
God has touched their hearts; they have 
not the least idea of the value of time. 
We entered the house and were kindly 
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received, and invited to take a seat upon 
a mat, which we did. As Kaulaupau 
seemed inclined to read, I asked him to 
do so; when he read the passage enfor- 
eing obedience to rulers, It ought to be 
said, however, that, by a faise interpre- 
tation, he made quite a good exhortation. 
A village of heathen Karens — The gos- 
pel spurned. 

Similar were several other visits, until 
we arrived at the village of the young 
priest, or bookho, in whose house we 
last year had preached the gospel to a 
large number assembled for a heathen 
feast. Several houses have been built 
here during the year, and a zayat in 
which to perform their heathen rites. I 
first entered a large donble house, filled 
with men, women and children. As we 
entered, one of the men said with a 
fiendish smile, “What are you here 
for?” Ireplied, “We have come to 
tell you concerning Christ.” He said, 
“ We wish to hear nothing about Christ; 
— we worsbip God.” After going on in 
a similar strain for a few minutes, evi- 
dently to the great delight of all present, 
I asked, “Who is your God?” He 
pointed to a bamboo chapel, and replied, 
“ That chapel.” “ Do you think,” said J, 
“ that those bamboos and leaves created 
the world and all things init?” “ Yes, 
I think so,” was his reply. I told him it 
was impossible for a reasonable being to 
think so, and that God, who he knew in 
his heart exists, would one day bring him 
to account and punish him for his sins; 
but that he might escape the woes of 
hell by repentance and faith in a cruci- 
fied Redeemer. As I proceeded, the 
loud laugh was hushed. But the wretch 
before me, fearing lest I might gain the 
hearts of the multitude, struck up one 
of their heathen songs. That was a 
dark scene. But there was a ray of 
light, even amid this gloom. A middle- 
aged woman from a neighboring village, 
sat there with an open, intelligent coun- 
tenance, who seemed to be deeply inter- 
ested in what she heard. She would 
occasionally interrupt me with such 
questions as the following ; “* What, if we 
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become Christians, shall we live forey- 
er?” — and, Shall we arise from 
thedead?” I left the house while Kau- 
laupau, regardless of the confusion which 
reigned around, was endeavoring to ex- 
plain to the woman these great doctrines 
of the bible. I then entered the house 
of the priest, and after a word by way 
of introduction, again explained the way 
of life by Christ;— upon which he be- 
gan to put himself into a position for an 
argument by repeating some poetry. I 
replied by repeating in substance what I 
had already explained at large, and 
then, with a few words of solemn warn- 
ing, I took my hat and went down stairs, 
leaving the man apparently disappointed 
that he had lost an opportunity of argu- 
ing with the teacher. After going to 
the other inhabitants of the village and 
telling them they might be saved from 
their sins, we returned to our boats, and 
in a few moments were on our way up 
the river. Such was a scene in a Karen 
village, where the gospel has been pro- 
claimed more or less for the last twenty 
years. 


The heart reluctant — Specious pretexts 
— Recompense just, but fearful. 


After calling at several other places, 
we arrived at the end of our journey in 
this direction. I am now seated by my 
little couch in the house of an aged man, 
who has long been “ almost persuaded ” 
to become a Christian. While I write this, 
Kaulaupav and Taunoo are exhorting the 
old man, in persuasive language, to be de- 
cided for Christ now. But procrastination 
will doubtless be his ruin. Many other Ka- 
rens in this vicinity are favorably inclined. 
They profess to be inquiring after the 
truth, but it is quite evident they love 
the ways of sin. After service this 
evening, one man seemed specially desir- 
ous to know “the true way.” It was, 
he said, as if he stood where two ways 
meet. “One man says, This road is 
right. Another says, No; that road 
will lead to destruction ; this is the true 
way. The bookho says one thing, but 
the teacher here says quite another.” I 
replied, “ The teacher does ‘not say any 
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word of God.” “But,” said he, “ the 
priest says this is not the word of God ; 
and that when all the Karens are united, 
God will give them books from heaven.” 
« But,” I replied, “ your ancestors have 
long been seeking help.” * Yes,” said he, 
“bat they were not united.” “ Neither 
are the Karens now united, and are you 
determined to reject the teachings of 
this book until death ?” He again replied 
with earnestness, “ But how can we 
know what is truth?” I said, “I will 
tell you, if you are really desirous to 
know the truth, I will tell you how you 
may learn it.” At this, they were all at- 
tention. “ When you go to your houses 
to-night,” said I, “go away alone, and 
earnestly pray to God that he will make 
known to you the truth.” I had touched 
atender chord in the heart of Kaulau- 
pau, who said, “ That is. true, that is 
true. I was long doubting in this way, 
and when about ready to give up in de- 
spair, I went away alone into the jungle 
and prayed to God. He heard my 
prayer, and enlightened my mind. I 
immediately went to the teacher and re- 
quested baptism. And I have never 
since doubted.” This appeared to con- 
found the man, who had seemed to say, 
“ T have no desire to know the true way, 
I only wish to talk.” He would not con- 
sent to pray for light. How much like 
sinners in Christian lands! 
15.—- We spent the last two days, as 
we did several days previous, in preach- 
ing the gospel to all we could find, on 
our return, and with about the same 
success. For a longtime, the Karens up 
this river have been apparently desirous 
to have an assistant stationed among 
them. I think several attempts have 
been made to establish one here, but 
without success. Desirous to learn the 
true condition of the people, as well as 
to preach to them the gospel, I made this 
tour. I am fully persuaded that, under 
present circumstances and with our pres- 
ent scauty supply of native preachers, it 
is not advisable to station an assistant 
here, on the head waters of this branch 
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State of the Mata church — Baptisms 

— Church at Kurgau. 
20.— Having looked up the absent 
members of the Mata church, and at- 
tended a large number of covenant 
meetings, we last evening commemorated 
the dying love of Jesus, with a numer- 
ous company of his professed disciples. 
There has been an unusually large mor- 
tality during the year, ten members of 
the church having died. “These all 
died in faith.” The amount of disci- 
pline required has been small ; when, how- 
ever, it has been required, it has been 
promptly executed. One has been ex- 
cluded. Twelve, last evening, were add- 
ed by baptism. 

We are this evening in Kurgau. The 
unconverted of this region have been 
increased this year by a new arrival 
from Siam. We had intended to go 
among them; but as we have had very 
copious showers of rain daily for more 
than a week, we dare not leave the 
chapel. However, we see them con- 
stantly, and preach to them in the 
chapel all hours of the day. We must 
leave the further prosecution of the work 
to the church and their pastor. The 
latter is a devoted man, but the chureh 
is notin a very flattering state. Hence, 
neither their children nor the heathen 
are brought to a saving knowledye of the 
truth. 1 have seen it somewhere stated, 
that the children of Karen Christians are 
all converted. The statement is too 
broad. There are here quite a large 
number of young persons, children of 
Christians, who are tar from the kingdom 
of God. They cannot be called hea- 
then; but they live in the neglect of 
practical piety, not very uahke some 
children of pious parents at home. 
However, the Karen Christians generally 
seem to labor and pray for the conver- 
sion of their children with a simple, 
childlike faith. God honors such pa- 
rents, and permits them to see their 
children walk in the truth. 

23.— In the last two days we have 
seen a large number of the heathen, 
and have exhorted the church to more 
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faithfulness in the instruction of their 
children and of their heathen neighbors, 
and in the better support of their 
teacher. Three were baptized. Let 
this church and the perishing heathen 
around them be remembered in the 
prayers of God's people. 
Kaitah—A novel scene within the 
tropics — Karen homes. 

26.— The second day after leaving 
Kurgau, about noon, we ascended an 
eminence which overlooked Kaitah. 
The village presented a curious appear- 
ance. There lay, quietly reposing in 
the valley before us, some fifteen bamboo 
houses, but not, as is said of New Eng- 
land houses, * with smoke curling from 
their chimneys,” for Karen houses have 
no chimneys,—but with the smoke 
forcing its way through every cranny of 
the roof, much resembling so many coal 
kilns. There was one building a little 
larger than the rest and without smoke ; 
this we distinguished as the chapel. Last 
year we met the members of this church 
— fifty in all — some five miles from the 
present site of the village. The very 
evening we closed our meetings there, 
the cholera broke out. Three died, five 
removed beyond the mountains to Lau- 
loo. The others left their village, houses, 
chapel and all, — and built the little vil- 
lage described above. I mention this 
incident, to show how slight a cause will 
break up a flourishing village among the 
Karens. The idea of home does not take 
a very deep hold upon the hearts of 
Karens. 

In consequence of the above changes, 
but little if any improvement has been 
made by the people during the year. 
Their houses are still more frail and un- 
comfortable than before, and parents 
have been unable to send their children 
to school. All seems liable to change, 
except the hopes of the disciples; they 
remain firm. 

The work of conversion has been 
going on. Five willing converts pre- 
sented themselves for baptism ; whom, in 
consequence of the indisposition of 
Kaulaupau, I baptized ina clear stream 
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which flows by the chapel. The church 
have made choice of a deacon, and agree 
to support, as far as possible, their teacher. 
To-morrow, we expect to re-cross the 
mountains. We leave these Christians 
with hopes chastened by the experience 
of the past. 


Lauloo church — Return to Tavoy. 

28.— The past two days have been 
spent in crossing the mountains and in 
coming to Lauloo. We passed through 
regions inhabited by Karens, but had not 
time to remain among them as we had 
desired. One often wishes he had the 
power of ubiquity. It is however a 
cheering fact, that our glorious Leader 
is everywhere present, and that he has 
faithful servants in these wilds. This 
church has been considerably increased 
by additions from other churches. None 
have died or been excluded. But it 
must be added, here, also, the power to 
bring in the heathen is wanting. 

March 2. — To day we arrived safely 
in Tavoy again. The weather is getting 
very hot, but I feel desirous to make the 
tour of Toungbyouk, which I propose 
to do immediately after the Sabbath. 


LETTER PROM MR. ALLEN, 
Tavoy, May 12, 1854.— Our principal 
object has been thus far, to acquire the 
language. About two months ago we all 
went over to the sea-shore, and spent 
about six weeks in the Monmagon bun- 
galow. Before going, I visited, in com- 
pany with the native assistant, several of 
the villages contiguous to the city, 
preaching to the. best of my ability, and 
distributing books and tracts. As a 
general thing, the people listened well 
and seemed anxious to get our books. 


An opposer silenced by the gospel. 


While at Monmagon, we visited the 
three large villages on the sea-shore. In 
one of them, Pon-te-en, which br. Ben- 
nett and myself visited at the close of 
the rains, the seed seems to have taken 
effect, and I am anxiously looking for 
fruit. None have professed conversion ; 
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but several seemed anxious to learn, and 
read our books with great avidity. 

I have had a case of an interesting 
nature, from a village about three miles 
below the city, on the opposite side of the 
river. Some five or six months ago, Mrs. 
Bennett, Mrs. Allen, myself and our 
native assistant, visited the village, and 
having spent the day in most profitable 
conversation with the people, as we sup- 
posed, who came in great numbers to hear, 
aman made his appearance in the crowd, 
just as we were ready to come away, and 
challenged discussion. He spoke at some 
length, with a loud voice and ina haughty, 
insolent manner. Not having the use of 
the language myself, and as he refused 
to discuss with a woman, our old assistant, 
before whom no Burman can stand in 
argument, took him up. Ile began in a 
very mild and gentle tone, meeting the 
objections of his opponent at every 
point, The opposer soon began to 
struggle; but every effort to extricate 
himself only showed him more plainly 
the strength of the man he had to 
contend with. After the assistant had 
spoken some fifteen or twenty minutes, 
the opposer was completely silenced, and 
was obliged to confess before the assem- 
bly that he had not read our books. 
He asked tor several, and said he would 
read them and then come over and dis-' 
cuss with us. I had been back from | 
Monmagon but two days, when he made 
his appearance on my verandah; but 
not for discussion. His haughty spirit 
seemed subdued. He said that, on re- 
ceiving the books, he carried them home, 
laid them on a shelf, and went into the 
jungle to make brick. After about two 
weeks he returned, bethought himself of 
his books, took them down to read them, 
was convinced of the truth of the doctrine 
they taught, left off worshipping idols, 
and began to worship the true God. He 
now came to ask for baptism and admis- 
sion into the church of Christ. Although 
pleased with the man, I told him I could 
not at present administer to him the or- 
dinance of baptism. He then asked for 
permission to preach to the people of his 
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village the gospel he had himself em- 
braced. I told him, that was a permis- 
sion God would give him, and I would 
oppose no obstacle. He seemed much 
pleased, and took back with him a bundle 
of books and tracts for distribution. He 
has been here twice since, and manifests 
much zeal for the new religion. The 
last time he was over, he said there were 
a number of inquirers, and that the 
magistrate was persecuting them on ac- 
count of their embracing a new religion. 
As soon as the weather will permit, I 
shall go over again and see how things 
are. While I bave much reason to hope 
in the case of this man, I have also some 
reason to fear. The Christians seem to 
be afraid of him; they say,“ His strength 
is weak; and, if admitted into the 
church, he will apostatize.” May God 
direct us all aright. 


Boodhist education among convicts, 

There are several cases in the city, 
also, which give us much reason to hope 
that the Spirit of the Lord is at work 
among us. Even in the jail, which I 
visit regularly once a week, there are 
several cases of much promise. I have 
been particularly struck with one feature 
in the jail-convicts. While, probably, 
not more than one man out of five in 
this province can read, four out of five 
among the convicts can, and by far a 
greater proportion of people in the jail 
have been priests and worn the yellow 
cloth, than out of it. These facts go to 
show that education, as taught in the 
Boodhist kyoungs, does nothing for mor 
als. Everything taught the children, 
from the day they enter, is error and 
only error. Neither in the kyoungs nor 
out of them is there any thing taught 
respecting the depravity of human na- 
ture; no effort is made to probe the 
wound, nor remedy administered to heal 
it. The people are only taught to feed 
the priests, make religious offerings, and 
do works of merit,—and all will be 
well in another state. There is presented 
to them no condescending love of a suf- 
fering Saviour, no heaven of eternal 
blessadness, and no deliverance from 
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sins committed, but by burning them out 
in torturing flames. 


GREECE, 


LETTER FROM MKS. BUEL. 


Visit to Corinth. 
Pirewus, June 23, 1854.— Availing 


ourselves of the company of a party of 


Americans who were going to Coriuth, 
en route to Lutraki, Mis. Arnold and I 
set off on the 26th of April, taking along 
T. D. as our escort. We hada most cor- 
dial welcome from my kind friends in C., 
although I bad given them no intimations 
of our coming. Nothing could exceed 
the kindness shown us by all the good 
people of the place, who flocked around 
us during our subsequent stay among 
them of eight days. Many were the op- 
portunities, during that pemod, for com- 
mending to them the study of the Scrip- 
tures and attention to the blessed doc- 
trines contaimed in them. We were much 
gratified io find copies of the Scriptures 
wherever we went, and still more to have 
evidence that they are read and valued. 
Both Mrs. A. aud myself became con- 
vinced while there, that a great and good 
work had been eflected in the distribu- 
tion of scriptures aud tracts ia that city. 
I couid (ili pages with accounts of per- 
sonal conversations with different intel- 
ligent individuals, who testified to the 
benefits conferred on the place through 
these bovks. On the day succeeding our 
arrival, the mayor, in company with seve- 
ral of the principal citizens of the place, 
came to pay us tueir respects, when be 
took occasion to allude to the visit of Mr. 
Buel last year, and spoke very band- 
somely and commendatorily of the Bible 
distribution. 

I learned trom the person to whom the 
cases of books had been consigned, such 
as had been sent subsequent to Mr. 
Buel’s visit, that nearly all had been dis- 
posed of, and, so far as I could judge, in 
a very judicious manner. Several per- 
sons bure testimony to the judiciousness 
of the choice of this person for our agent, 
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and I could but see the good hand of the 
Lord in guiding with reference to even 
this circumstance. While we were on a 
visit to his house on one occasion, several 
persons called and asked for a book ; and, 
having heard of our coming, they asked 
if we had not brought some new book. 
One can scarcely imagine, without some 
previous knowledge of the Greek charac- 
ter, the eagerness with which they seize 
upon a new book. The only work that 
had been sent there with the Bible was 
Baxter’s Saints’ Rest; and I was truly 
astonished to find how generally that has 
been read. More than one said to me of 
that precious volume, “ It is a wonderfal 
book.” Perhaps it was well that the 
Bible distribution was unaccompanied 
by a variety ot other booka, as their at- 
tention was not thereby diverted from 
the sacred page. 


A modern ‘‘Sceva, the Jew.” 

Our good host, Mr. Sveva, who dis- 
claims all relationship to “ Sveva the 
Jew” of St. Paul's time, is among the 
number of those who read attentively the 
scriptures. He possesses both the origi- 
nal and the translated scriptures; and, 
with them in hand, we often had long 
conversations upon religious subjects, 
discussing freely the doctrines about which 
we differed; and we were truly sur- 
prised and gratified to find him so well 
versed inthem. Often when speaking 
with others, when a difficulty aruse re- 
garding avy theological quesuun, was 
referred to him as oue capable of eluci- 
dating any point. And, though te did 
not always satisfy me wiih tis explana- 
tions, I nevertheless saw that be had read 
much, and evidently bad reflected upon 
what he read. Au immense advantage 
was aiforded us in our discussions with 
him, by his professing to abide by the 
written word, the iuspired onyinal. 


The epistle to the Corinthians, on 
its native soil. 


I went to C., determined to read the 
two epistles of Paul to the Cormthians 
while there, which 1 aecvomplisued ; and 
never before did I see tue appositeness, 
the wonderful adaptation of the apostle’s 
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illustrations when writing to the people 
of Corinth, until I read them amid the 
very scenes from which these illustrations 
were drawn. We were particularly 
struck with this on one occasion, on 
going out, a large company of us, to 
visit the remains of an old amphitheatre. 
On passing through the market, we saw 
a band of recruits, going out to join the 
insurgents in the war, who had just come 
in from the surrounding villages to which 
persons had been sent, money in hand, 
to beat up recruits. This reminded us 
of 1 Cor. ix, 7. “ Who goeth a warfare 
at any time at his own charges?” 
As we passed on, we saw vineyards 
studding the beautiful plain, whose 
green leaves had already put forth, 
giving a charming freshness to the view ; 
and we thought, — “ who planteth a vine- 
yard and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof?” A few steps further on, and 
we behold the flocks in care of the 
shepherd, who at this very hour is pen- 
ning them in the fold preparatory to 
milking; for in this country none but 
the milk of the sheep and goat is con- 
sidered sufliviently delicate for food ; 
and this recalls to our minds the finishing 
clause of the same verse, “ who feedeth 
a flock, and eateth not of the milk of 
the flock ?” Before reaching the am- 
phitheatre, we pass a threshing floor, 
where, asin ancient times, the law of 
Moses is regarded, which says, “ Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn.” Who could 
sit, as we did, upon the seats of that old 
theatre, looking towards the isthmus 
where the ancients celebrated their 
games, and not be reminded of the 24th 
verse of the same chapter —“ Know ye 
not that they which run in a race, ran 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So 
run that ye may obtain.” With what 
solemnity did this closing admonition 
come home to my heart, as I reflected 
upon it during the remainder of our 
walk on that evening, while I endeavored 
to comprehend, in some small degree, the 
emotions with which the apostle penned 
it. While at the amphitheatre, D. 
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and a young Corinthian had a foot- 
race, encircling its ample area at full 
speed ; the former came off victorious. 
The ladies of our party crowned him 
with a wreath of wild flowers gathered 
there, and he was led in triumph back 
to town. I could not but remind him 
that like zeal was needful to obtain an 
“incorruptible crown ;” and more than 
one heart sent forth its aspirations on his 
behalf, I doubt not, at that hour, praying 
that he might even now be led to begin 
that heavenly race, at the end of which 
is placed so glorious a reward, “ even a 
crown of life.” (Rev 2:10.) Wherever 
we went, we carried our New Testament 
with us, and endeavored to profit by 
every occasion afforded to inspire our 
friends with a taste for the sacred page ; 
reminding them of their high privilege 
in living in a place so full of sacred 
associations, telling them often that as 
Corinthians they were specially bound 
to give heed to the writings of Paul. 


A hopeful case — Testimony to our 
books. 


Another of the principal gentlemen 
of Corinth spoke to us particularly of the 
benefits conferred by our mission, in the 
supplying of Corinth with the Scriptures. 
He expressed regret that on account of 
illness he had not had the pleasure of 
making Mr. Buel’s acquaintance last 
year, and particularly that there should 
have been any obstacles thrown in his 
way, all of which, he was sure, he could 
have averted, had he been out in the 
community at the cime of the distribution. 
We found this person singularly inter- 
ested himself in Bible reading and in 
religious things; nor have we ever 
met a case so deeply interesting, in a 
Greek who bad never before had inter- 
course with missionaries. In all our 
subsequent intercourse, he manifested 
the greatest readiness to converse upon 
the subject of religion, and often gave 
utterance to sentiments relating to the 
inward experience of the Christian, such 
as led us oftentimes almost to come to 
the conclusion that he has experienced 
regenerating grace. His history is one of 


x! 
: 
f 


418 Greece. — Lettir 


great interest, — about which some of us | 
may have occasion hereafter to speak. 
Regarding the opposition to our book 
distribution, on one occasion he said, “I | 
really cannot understand why it is that 
opposition is made to the publications of 
your society, the tendency of which is 
so manifestly the improvement of the 
morals of the reader; while such free- 
dom and even encouragement is afforded | 
to the circulation of translations from the 
French of the most destructive kind of | 
novels and romances.” I mentioned to| 
him that we have “ Pilgrim’s Progress” 
nearly ready for circulation, and endeav- | 
ored to give him an idea of the work; | 
and in order to interest him more. 
deeply, I gave him a brief sketch of its | 
immortal author, all of which evidently , 
interested him, and he expressed great | 
pleasure at the idea of possessing such a 
work, instantly begging me to send him 
a copy as soon as one was received from 
the hands of the binder. He seemed to 


me just the person to profit by such a 


book, and I beg of you to unite with us| 


in the prayer that the perusal of it may 
indeed be blessed to him. He devoted | 
much time to us during our stay in C.,| 
placing us under great obligations to him 
by his very considerate and hospitable 
preparations for our comfort, at several | 
places where we went on excursions 
several hours distant from Corinth. We 
had, from time to time, much religious 
conversation with him on a variety of 
subjects, upon which he spoke with the | 
greatest freedom. He told me that he | 
had been much perplexed with the doc- 
trine of election, with the purposes of 
God, with man’s free agency in the work 
of grace, — doctrines which appeared to 
him to conflict with each other; never- 
theless, doctrines manifestly taught by 
the inspired word. With one thing I 
was pleased, and that was the implicit 
confidence he seems to repose in the 
word of God, not rejecting those portions 
which appear to him incomprehensible, 
as do thousands of his fellow countrymen 
at the present day. 


from Mrs. Buel. 
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Justification by faith. 

At the old town of Sycion, where we 
had gone, a large party of us, we found 
a copy of the New. Testament in the 
cottage where we reposed and partook 
of a most excellent dinner, which his 
kindness and forethought had caused to 
be prepared for us. He took the book, 
and turning to the third chapter of Ro- 
mans, he read aloud, while the peasants 
gathered around us, commenting most 
beautifully on passage after passage as 
he advanced. Coming to the 28th 
verse, he read and pause:|, read it over 
again, and again paused, saying, “I do 
not understand this.” Again he read 
slowly, “ Wherefore we conclude that a 
man is justified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law.” “What does this 
mean? Is a man indeed justified by 
faith alone?” I referred him back to 
the 20th verse, and he read over, slowly 
and attentively, the apostle’s clear and 
beautiful explanation of that cardinal 
doctrine of our faith; and I tried to aid 
him to the comprehension of it by say- 
ing that good works are needful as evi- 
dences that we possess a living, saving 
faith;— when suddenly he seemed to 
get a new thought, and, with a counte- 
nance beaming with delight, he said, “1 
see, I see, I now understand. ’ Tis faith, 
that saves. This our Saviour taught in 
his miracles, as in the case of the woman 
who had been suffering from her infirmi- 
ty many years. To her he said, ‘ Thy 
JSaith hath saved thee,’” (Matt. ix, 22) 
and he continued reading till our meal 
was prepared, like one feasting upon its 
life-giving doctrines. 

Not far from the kingdom of God. 

With a sister of the same gentleman 
Mrs. Arnold had, on a subsequent occa- 
sion, a long conversation upon religion, 
and was surprised to find her so serious- 
ly inclined, and expressing such a love 
for the duties of religion, such as prayer 
and the reading of God's word. On 
asking her how she had obtained such 
tastes, which are so rare among ladies 
of this country, she said, “From the 
reading of the Bible alone.” She and 
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her mother and sister rarely go be- 
yond the gardens surrounding their 
dwelling, and have almost no inter- 
course with the outer world. Even 
ladies who accompanied us to their 
house, and who had long been residents 
in Corinth, had never spoken with them 
before. Probably we were almost the 
first foreign ladies tuey had ever met. 
They told us of their own accord that 
they rarely see any one but their own 
family, and never come into the pres- 
ence of the guests of their brothers, un- 
less ladies accompany them; thus ad- 
hering to the old oriental customs, which 
prevailed in Greece in the time of the 
Turks. When this young person learned 
from Mrs. A. that we are not accustomed 
to frequent places of amusement, the 
theatre and other scenes of gayety, not 
having a taste for them, beside consider- 
ing them proscribed pleasures to the 
Christian, she grasped her hand, saying, 
“I wish you would come and live in 
Corinth; we should be such good 
friends!” She then remarked that she 
had almost no one to sympathize with 
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her on religious subjects, that only the 
brother before mentioned of the family | 
had any sympathy with her, and even | 
he could not appreciate all ber religious | 
exercises. We found the New Testa- 
ment she uses one of the translated 
edition, which we circulate, and while 
hearing her converse, we could not but 
be convinced of the value of giving a 
free circulation to this precious volume 
of inspiration. Surely, “the entrance 
of thy word giveth light, it giveth under- 
standing to the simple.” (Ps. cxix, 130.) 
In other conversations, we learned that 
she is not freed from the errors of her 
church, but has still confidence in those 
doctrines which, according toour opinions, 
the gospel condemns; but we cannot but 
hope that the Holy Spirit may yet vouch- 
safe to her his enlightening and life-giving 
energies, and that she may be led into 
alltruth. Perhaps she heard from our 
lips for the first time, wherein the wor- 
ship of the virgin and the saints is con- 
demned by the word of God. On a 
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Sabbath evening we had a long discus- 
sion with her brother and several others, 
regarding confession, and transubstantia- 
tion, and baptismal regeneration, com- 
bating their arguments in support of 
these doctrines, which seemed at first to 
startle her, but to which she seemed to 
give the most earnest attention, and, at 
its close, said with a look of the most 
earnest inquiry depicted on her coun- 
tenance, “ Who then is right? There 
are so many different opinions, one 
knows not where to go for truth.” We 
assured her that there is but one source. 
The Bible alone contains it; and we ad- 
monished her to take the investigation of 
these questions to that unerring stand- 
ard. O, may the Holy Spirit guide her 
in her researches after truth, and shed a 
light upon the sacred page as often as 
she resorts thither for aid. 
Excursion to Cenchrea. 

But I must hasten to the clore of my 
narrative, for I shall exhaust your pa- 
tience. I cannot forbear, however, allu- 
ding to a delightful excursion we made 
to the old harbor of Cenchrea, accom- 
panied by quite a party of our Corinth- 
ian friends, on the day previous to leav- 
ing Corinth, when I finished reading 
Paul's second epistle to the Corinthian 
church. On leaving town the bells were 
ringing, in order to call together the cit- 
izens to pray for rain, as there had been 
so many days of drought, it was feared 
that the crops as well as vines would be 
injured. A ride on horseback of two 
and a half hours brought us by a veiy 
delightful way to that memorable spot, 
where we dismounted and made a thor- 
ough examination of the remains of the 
harbor, parts of which are wonderfully 
preserved ; and then we seated ourselves 
in a group, and refreshed ourselves with 
some bread and cheese and boiled eggs; 
after which we opened the Scriptures to 
those portions in Acts relating to this 
spot, and one of our Greek friends read 
aloud. When he came to the 12th verse 
of the 19th chapter, our host said quite 
exultingly, and as though it could not be 
gainsaid, “ Here is authority for worship- 
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ping relics.” Whereupon a spirited dis- 
cussion arose, which, although carried on 
in a most friendly and courteous man- 
ner, excited us all not a little; but it 
left on my mind the impression that good 
would result from it. When tired of 
controversy, I said, “ Let us turn again to 
the pure word, leaving the traditions of 
men,” which caused a frown to pass over 
the face of good Mr. Sceva. Neverthe- 
less he was too polite to show further dis- 
pleasure, which might not have been the 
ease had his antagonists been other than 
ladies. Again we pursued our stroll 
along the beach, searching for shells and 
pebbles to carry away as mementoes of 
the visit, until at length we reached the 
mole, composed of large blocks of hewn 
stone, stretching many yards into the 
clear blue sea. Upon these we again 
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seated ourselves, perhaps on the very 
spot where the great apostle “ took leave | 
of the brethren and sailed thence into | 
Syria,” more than eighteen hundred 
years ago. We there read the last chap- 
ter of the letter to the Romans, the fif- 
teenth and sixteenth of 1st Corinthians, 
and also the last chapter of the second | 
epistle, to which all listened attentively, | 
and I hope may recall the day with | 
pleasure, at least some of us, even in 
eternity. To me it was one of intense | 
interest and enjoyment, and I never re- | 
call it without emotion. “ We shall 
never all assemble together again at this 
place,” said Mr. Sceva, in a thoughtful 
mood, and added some very appropriate 
remarks, which I cannot now recall, but 
which showed that his thoughts had 
been solemnized by our conversations 
and readings; and I doubt if he or any 
of our party read again the same por- 
tions of Scripture, without recalling that 
memorable first of May, 1854. 

We retraced our steps to the little vil- 
lage of Hexamilia, a half hour from 
Corinth, where, under the shade of a 
fine old mulberry, was spread our din- 
ner, of which we partook with sharpened 
appetites. Dark clouds hung over us, 
and we really began to hope that the 


prayed for rain would not long be with- | 
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held. Near the close of dinner, the 
gentlemen proposed our health, while 
they drank of the pure juice of the Cor- 
inthian grape, giving expression to many 
kind sentiments relating to the enjoy- 
ment we had had together during our so- 
journ among them. 
Honor to Washington. 

Conversation led on to the present un- 
fortunate political condition of Greece, 
and they were deploring the circum- 
stance of having no one leader in whom 
they could unite to carry on their pres- 
ent struggles, when the name of Wash- 
ington was mentioned ; one of the party 
immediately arose, and proposed “to 
drink to the memory of George Wash- 
ington, the purest patriot that ever 
lived,”— and in a brief, but truly ele- 
gant and eloquent speech, set forth the 
virtues of the Father of our country, 
closing with the wish that such a spirit 
might be raised up by God to guide 
the destinies of this nation. Thinking it 
a favorable moment, I drew from my 
pocket the Prospectus for the publica- 
tion of the life of Washington in Greek, 
and quietly handed it to him, saying he 
might be interested in reading it. He 
had no more than seen the title, when he 
added, “ I wish to become a subscriber,” 
and I told him to keep it, and if he 
pleased, give his friends an opportunity 
to become subscribers likewise. A few 
days ago he returned it to me, bearing the 
names of sixteen Corinthians, with sub- 
scriptions for nineteen copies. Again 
we proposed having another portion of 
Scripture, and, as the selection was left 
to me, I suggested that it should be from 
the sayings of our blessed Saviour. 
The gentleman who had so interested 
us with his reading and remarks at Sy- 
cion, turned to the 14th chapter of 
John’s gospel, saying that he regarded 
the last messages of our Saviour to his 
disciples previous to his crucifixion, as 
recorded by this evangelist, among the 
most touching and beautiful of all his 
sayings. When he reached the sixth 
verse, I noted the expression, “no man 
cometh to the Father but by me,” (rath- 
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er, I think, Mrs. Arnold mentioned it to 
him,) when he said, “I agree with you 
in saying that none can come to the 
Father but by Christ; nevertheless we 
may come to Christ through the virgin 
and saints.” But this assertion was easi- 
ly met by a reference to 1 Tim. ii, 5. 
He did not, however, speak so confident- 
ly as on some other occasions, and 
promised us he would review the sub- 
ject, Bible in hand, and with prayer. 
Praying for rain — Confession. 

We reached Corinth as the evening of 
a lovely day closed in. All clouds had 
disappeared, to the disappointment of 
those who had confidently believed that 
the morning's prayers and ceremonials in 
the church and in the streets would be 
answered in copious showers of rain 
With eikones in hand, the priests, followed 
by many of the principal citizens of the 
place, had gone in procession through 
the town, praying for rain. Ere we took 
our leave on the following morning, we 
gave to each of our particular friends a 
copy of the “ Sinner’s Friend,” requesting 
an attentive reading of the same; re- 
garding which, I have received a letter 
from the friend whose sayings I have so 
fully recorded, mentioning it as follows : 
“This is, indeed, an inestimable book. 
It teaches a man how by repentance he 
may escape eternal punishment. I am 
persuaded that without repentance he 
cannot be saved, and that by this and 
this alone he may wipe away all his sins. 
But I believe also that confession (auric- 
ular) is a necessary accompaniment, and 
is the only test of true repentance. As 
@ man cannot be saved by the deeds of 
the law, but by faith, while, however, it 
is by works that faith is made manifest, 
so in like manner sins cannot be forgiven 
by confession, but by repentance, while 
it is by confession that his repentance is 
made manifest. David's sin was forgiven 
by God, after he had confessed it to the 
prophet Nathan; but Cain, on the con- 
trary, was condemned, because, when 
asked, ‘ Where is thy brother Abel ?’— 
he concealed his sin.” He refers me to 
various passages in Chrysostom, on “ Con- 


fession and Repentance,” and asks my 
opinion about them. To the above I 
have replied in a letter of four sheets; so 
you see, quite unintentionally, I am drawn 
into a controversy on Confession. He 
is now in Athens, and promises to answer 
verbally my letter. He is a most inter- 
esting person, in whom all of us feel a 
deep fnterest ; and we rejoice that he has 
been at length brought under the preach- 
ing of the gospel, having already on two 
occasions heard Mr. Arnold preach. 
From other of our Corinthian acquaint- 
ances, both Mrs. A. and I have received 
interesting letters, speaking in grateful 
terms of books which we have sent them, 
and expressing themselves most kindly 
regarding our visit. We both of us re- 
gard our sojourn of a week in Corinth 
as among the happiest days of our mis- 
sionary life. 

You will have heard that Piraeus is 
turned into a regular camp, — some 5,000 
French and English soldiers being en- 
camped on the heights between the 
harbor of Pirsus, Manichium and Pha- 
lerum. All, however, thus far, is quiet 
and peaceable. The insurgents have 
nearly all returned from the frontiers. 
In Thessaly, there was, a few days since, 
a most destructive battle for the Greeks, 
in which several officers were killed- 
And I doubt not they will now abandon 
the field, and heed the demand of govern- 
ment to return. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN, 

Berlin, July 12, 1854. —~ The regular 
exercises of the church in Berlin have 
been continued the past quarter ‘undis- 
turbed. But itis to be regretted that 
our increase during this period has been 
scanty. Various exclusions have taken 
place, almost equal in number to the 
admissions. We have prayed and la- 
bored much for a greater blessing; but 
it has been as yet withheld from us. At 
the same time, Satan has sometimes 
raised discord among parties, which 
created anxiety and required discipline. 
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But the Lord be praised that all has 
been overcome, and we now go on in 
harmony. 
Visitation of outstations. 

From our outstations we have not 
heard of great success, nor has any un- 
toward event been reported. I have 
just returned from a fortnight’s tour 
among them, in which I have enjoyed 
much spiritual blessing. In Germendorf, 
I found in a healthy state of faith our 
sr. Kiuihn, who had overcome so much 
adversity when she was threatened with 
being dismissed from her oflice of midwife 
for refusing to carry the babes to the 
font to be sprinkled, — which here be- 
longs to such an oflice; but her skill and 
amiable behavior have secured her again 
the favor of the women of the village. 
I had an opportunity to address a small 
number of them, whom she invited to 
her house in the afternoon. Thence I 
went on foot to Marwitz, where also a 
lonely brother lives, his fellow believer 
having died some time before. There, 
in the evening I had a larger meeting, 
where I preached till 11 in the night. 
On the following day (June 28) I was in 
Cremmen, where the number had not 
increased. I went the same day, to 
Griinefeld, where our brother lives, and 
where the attendance recently had been 
large; but a thunder storm, which 
lasted till late, prevented our holding a 
meeting. The next morning I made 
several visits, and then returned to 
Cremmen, where in the evening I had 
the little flock together, and preached 
the wom] tothem. At 3 the following 
morning, I went by mail to New Ruppin, 
where also a single sister lives in the 
house éf her parents, and is steadfast in 
the faith. Thence I travelled three 
hours on foot in the rain to Frankendorf, 
where three members reside. But here 
again the rain and untoward circumstan- 
ces prevented the people from coming 
together. Returned the next morning 
at 5, on foot and in a violent rain, to 
New Ruppin, and by mail and railway 
succeeded in reaching Seehausen, beyond 


the Elbe in Altmark. Spent the Sab- 


[ October. 


bath (July 2) there amongst the dear 
members, who, under the guidance of 
br. Altenstein, keep together in faith 
and love. A blessed day, though few 
strangers were present. About 30 per- 
sons attended, and 20 members were at 
the Lord’s table, where I officiated, and 
preached twice. All were very glad 
tosee me. I rejoice to find br. A. and 
his excellent wife always faithful and 
zealous. ‘The Lord prospers his work in 
the Altmark ; the superintendence is en- 
trusted entirely to br. A. On Monday, 
went by mail to more distant parts of this 
province in the neighborhood of Bruns- 
wick. Spent the night in Salzwedel, 
and arrived next morning in Pausau, 
Clitz, &e. In the house of the forester 
I found the same cordial reception as in 
previous years, though only one daughter 
in the house still belongs to us; the 
elder, a faithful member, is in Berlin. 
The following day, I went on foot three 
hours to Réwitz, a village where in the 
P. M. I preached to a few brethren and 
a goodly number of strangers. The 
brethren were very grateful. It is of 
great moment that these scattered sheep 
be sometimes at least visited, as they are 
destitute of spiritual nourishment, our 
br. A. being not able to be often with 
them. On my return to Berlin, I spent 
some time in Tangermiinde, Genthin, 
and other places. 

In Seegefeld, the little flock was in- 
creased recently by two female members, 
whom it was my privilege to biptize,— 
the first time of my administering the 
ordinance after two and a half years, on 
account of my illness. I thank God 
that though in writing and reading I find 
still great inconvenience, my health has 
much improved, and is nearly the same 
as before my attack. Br. Bues and 
myself are going alternately every 
month to Seegefeld and Spandau, 
preaching and administering the ordi- 
nances. In the P. M. of every Sabbath, 
one of us goes to Britz or Mariendorf, 
for the same purpose. In Frankfort on 
the Oder, Ciistrin and the valley of the 
Oder, our brethren Metzkow and 
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Zeschke are laboring with some success. 
I intend, during another fortnight to 
visit those regions. Thus much of our 
stations. 

Marriage of Mr. Bues. 

Of some moment is the marriage of 
our dear br. Bues, which I solemnized 
on the 20th ult. It was an occasion of 
much gratification and joy to us all. 
Mrs. Bues is the second daughter of Mr. 
Dohmsien, shoemaker to the prince royal, 
andaman of some wealth. His wife 
has been a member of our church for 
years, but has had to suffer much from 
her hushand on account of her adherence 
tous. He once came to me also, after I 
had baptized his wife, very. furious and 
threatening to the utmost. For a long 
time she was kept like a prisoner, and 
not allowed to visit us. But by faith and 
patience she overcame, and gradually 
obtained more liberty. It was pleasing 
to find that her two eldest daughters, 
after a severe struggle, also made up 
their minds and joined our church. This 
broke down the enmity of the father; 
and when our br. Bues asked one of them 
for his wife, Mr. D. very gladly yielded 
her. Afier along struggle of br. Bues 
with our authorities, who refused him the 
rite of marriage here, to be performed 
as a civil act, on the ground of his 
being a stranger, and who also objected 
to his settlement, he finally succeeded in 
getting the former granted and the sec- 
ond promised. Mr. Dohmsien, at the 
marriage-feast, gave a treat to all our 
church-members, and served himself in 
the most friendly way. So his dear wife 
has won a great victory, and is a very 
happy mother. Mrs. Bues bids fair to 
become very useful to the church, having 
enjoyed a very good education. 

Among the various interesting visitors 
we have from time to time, the Rev. Dr. 
Williams, of New York, was one of the 
most welcome. He spent a week in our 


town, and very much encouraged us by 
his kind attendance and conversation. 
The Rev. F. Ribbeck, of Elberfeld, with 
his wife, a very excellent woman, as it 
appeared, spent also several days and a 
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Sabbath with us, when he preached sev- 
eral times to our great edification. His 
gifis are indeed very superior. He went 
to Hamburg, and was expected to spend 
a few months there. 

My dear son Joseph has now to spend 
all his time in his military engagements, 
and can scarcely do avything in his 
studies. My constant prayer is that 
peace may be granted to us until the 
close of his year of service (April 1, 
1855), that he may not be compelled to 
shed blood, or to spill his own. 

There hus prevailed here, since the 
great failure in the last crop, a very great 
dearth, which is severely felt by our 
many poor brethreif. Besides, there is 
a stagnation of business and trade, which 
augments the general distress to a bigh 
degree, and multiplies the cases in which 
support must be given. 


Petitions to the Government. 

My time is continually much taken up 
by correspondence, and petitions to 
governments and kings and princes, in 
behalf of our distressed and persecuted 
brethren. The letter-bearer comes three 
or four times a day, and rarely brings 
letters in which no grievance or com- 
plaint is reported and expressed, so that 
I always open them with anxiety, es- 
pecially those from certain quarters. I 
feel much like St. Paul in 2 Cor. xi., 28, 
29, —as all the persecuted and oppressed 
apply to me for advice and interposition. 
The number of memorials to our king 
which have issued from my pen, I cannot 
number. 

This leads me to speak of the great 
petition, intended to be presented to our 
king, touching our recognition by him 
and his government. I regret exceed- 
ingly that this important object has suf- 
fered so much delay. I received a few 
weeks ago aletter from Mr. Hinton, in- 
quiring, in the name of the British Bap- 
tists Union, whether open-communion 
churches would be included in the con- 
cession asked from our king. I have 
replied that only one open-communion 
church exists in Germany, viz., in 
Stuttgard, and that not in connection 
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with us; and that there would be no 
hope of an organic union between 
us and such churches. Now I wait again 
for a reply, and thus time goes on, while, 
I hope, our br. Oncken will return from 
America meantime, which, after all, will 
be the best thing for concentrated and 
euergetic action. I now believe that on 
the whole we had better wait for his re- 
turn, before any important step be 
taken. 

Our triennial conference will take 
place soon after the return of our dear 
br. Oncken. How much I should re- 
joice, if one of our dear American breth- 
ren would be present on that occasion. 
There, no doubt, m&ny important ques- 
tions will be discussed and resolved upon ; 
and, as very much depends on wise meas- 
ures in the infant age of our churches, 
the aid and counsel of experience are 
much to be desired. 

Our chapel building and regulation of 
debt has also rested a year past, as the 
brethren in the mission here have not felt 
empowered to vote anything for that ob- 
ject, before the return of our br. Oncken. 


The approaching Kirchentag. 


The great German Kirchentag will be 
held in September in Frankfort on the 
Maine. Among the propositions, one is 
“the vindication of infant baptism,” — 
no doubt in continuation of the last year’s 
transactions, and an evidence of the 
growing importance and extent of our 
churches. It is very necessary that some 
of us.should also go there; and as, most 
likely, we should then as little as last 
year be permitted to speak, we could 
afterwards publish something on the sub- 
ject, which would have a greater influ- 
ence still. My letter to the Kirchentag 
had, as I am told, stirred much the ques- 
tion, and brought the matter again in 
motion. I have received various letters 
from important men in the church, much 
approving of my publication, and ex- 
pressing favorable views of our denom- 
ination. We should occupy more the 
literary field, and thus exercise influence 
on public opinion. 


Germany. — Letter from Mr. Lehmann. 
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The four colporteurs whom, by Dr, 
Steane’s commission, I have engaged, 
+ are zealously active in their fields, and 
assist very much in preaching the word 
to the little flocks scattered abroad. For 
two I have even obtained licenses for 
colportage from government, which ex- 
ceeded much my expectations. They 
are placed in and about Berlin, in Prenz- 
lau, Pommerania and Poland. I hope 
great results from their efforts. 


Prisoners for the gospel’s sake. 

Our brethren in Eastern Prussia have 
all still suffered much from prosecutions 
by law and police, and continual fines 
have been inflicted on them. Sill, they 
go on and increase, especially the church 
in Stolzenberg, commenced by our mis- 
sionary br. Weist, which is now the 
largest in Prussia. But more than all, our 
brethren in Mecklenburg and Biicke- 
burg have to suffer. Br. Wegener isa 
state prisoner for life, not being allowed to 
leave histown. In Biickeburg, br. Bolz- 
mann is kept in prison, after more than 
three months. There are three months 
more for his sentence to run, and then, 
meantime, further inquisition is made, 
for finding out more crimes. I have to 
carry on much correspondence contin- 
ually in reference to these cases. 


A German’s opinion of the work of 
the Deputation. 


Now in closing, allow me, my dear and 
respected brother, to bid you also wel- 
come, after your safe return from your 


great tour to the east. I have always 
taken the liveliest interest in your pro- 
ceedings. Ihave read eagerly all which 
has been published from you, and only re- 
gret very much that your way or that of 
your dear colleague was not bent through 
our country and town, which I sanguinely 
hoped. I rejoice also that the transactions 
at your return have turned out so rea- 
sonably and creditably, as it should be. 
Though I am quite unable to judge in 
the matter, the plan adopted in the Bur- 
man Mission now appears to me so 
conformed to the gospel, that I was 
astonished to find it a matter of division. 
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JOURNAL OF MR, HAESE. 
** Not a time to dance ’’—A secret light 
brought out. 

Oldenburg, July 23, 1853. — This 
morning I preached in Burhave, and 
I have since heard that our service 
was greatly blessed to a young girl 
who had attended from curiosity, pur- 
posing in the afternoon to go to a 
large ball to be given in the neighbor- 
hood. But the Lord had a purpose of 
mercy towards her. The word took so 
powerful a hold of her heart, that she 
returned home weeping. Unable to 
account for these tears, her mother bade 
her prepare her dress for the evening ; 
but this seemed to redouble her grief. 
“ Dear mother,” she said at length, “I 
shall never goto a dance again. O, I 
am a sinner, and were I to die to-night, 
I should go to hell. There is no time to 
be lost; I must pray for the forgiveness 
of my sins.” Her mother was distressed 
—angry — amazed, and tried every 
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means to induce her daughter to go to 
the ball; but in vain. She not only 
would not go there, but walked several 
miles to be present at a meeting to be 
heldat Burhave. She did not speak to 
any one; but since then, several of our 
friends having remarked the change in| 
her manner and deportment, questioned 
her on the subject ; and they have room to 
hope she is a child of God. 

25.— To-day a woman called upon 
me who said she had long secretly loved 
the Lord, but had feared to join the 
church on account of her husband, who 
warmly supports the Lutheran church, 
and would think it the height of arro- 
gance in her to presume to differ from 
him. But now she confessed that her 
desire for intercourse with Christians was 
so great, that she could no longer rest 
satisfied with the cold ceremonies of the 
great church, where each worshipper is 
as isolated as if he were the only one 
present. “I have been much struck,” 
she said, “ by the warm, hearty intercourse 
I have seen among the members of your 
church. I feel the want of such Christian 


communion, and also of fulfilling our 
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Lord’s comm?nd with regard to baptism ; 
and therefore, painful though it is for me 
to take this step without the sanction of 
my husband, I now apply for membership 
to your church.” I promised to propose 
her to the church, who would nominate 
two brethren to call upon her. At the 
same time I advised her not to keep the 
matter from her husband. 


JOURNAL OF MR. SANDER, 


The gospel among the miners—The 
day of grace spent. 


Othfreesen, Oct. 10, 1853.— Com- 
menced a tour among the Hartz moun- 
tains, whose inhabitants, a simple peo- 
ple, still betray in their habits some of 
the pious feeling that has descended 
to them, —an heir-loom from the God- 
fearing generations of bygone days. 
They are, for the greater part, miners, 
and their occupation, attended as it is 
with dangers, seen and unseen, suggests 
dependence on God,—a dependence 
which they acknowledge even in their 
meal-time petitions, and in the ejaculations 
with which they descend into the bowels 
of the earth. Hazardous as is their o2- 
cupation, they yet receive small wages ; 
but they bave no artificial wants, and are 
content to have their daily need supplied. 
They were very willing to have their 
minds directed to the truths of the gos- 
pel. Since my last visit, the Lord has 
been working among these people by his 
Spirit ; two miners have applied for bap- 
tism. They are earnest men, whose 
statements satisfied me as to their sin- 
cerity. The distribution of tracts has 
been greatly blessed in this locality. 
Many are beginning to feel that outward 
sanctity is but tinsel, that cannot stand 
the test of God’s holy word, and are 
asking, “‘ What must we do to be saved ?” 

20.— To-day I was called to the 
death-bed of a man who has attended 
our meeting for nine years, and has suf- 
fered tribulation with the people of God ; 
and yet has never been sure of his inter 
est in the Saviour’s work. Being asked 
whether he could not appropriate to 
himself the consolations offered to all 
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who mourn over their sins, he replied, 
“ How happy should I be, could I do 
that.” My heart bled for the poor suf- 
ferer, and I read to him many an invita- 
tion and promise offered to the sinner in 
the gospel. But all seemed in vain. 
Despair was written on his brow, and 
trembled on his lips, and all I could do 
was to pray with and for him. He died 
soon afier I left, apparently in the same 
hopeless state of mind. How important 
is it to make our calling and election 
sure, while yet the day of grace is ours. 


JOURNAL OF MR, PRIEDEMANN. 

The new bible—Jesuit craftiness. 

Voigtsdorf, Oct. 16, 1853. — Preached 
at V. Among my hearers was a man 
advanced in years, who had come from 
a great distance, to make the acquaint- 
ance of those, he said, whom he had 
already learned to love through the little 
books which, on one of my tours, I had 
left with him. He is a Protestant, yet 
ignorant as one from whom the Scriptures 
are withheld, as to their doctrines. This 
surprised me, as he has found and 
loves the Saviour, and I inquired why 
he had not studied the Bible more. He 
owned that his sight was too much im- 
paired to admit of his reading his old 
ill-printed Bible for himself, while among 
all his friends there was not one who 
“would waste his time” by reading to 
him. Great was his joy now to listen to 
the word of God, and he considered 
himself quite rich, when we supplied 
him with such a copy as he would be 
able to peruse for himself. 

23. — This day was spent at Glasdorf, 
where the Jesuit mission is flourishing, 
owing to the redoubled exertions of the 
reverend fathers, who, with their charac- 
teristic crafiiness, meet the half-awakened 
doubts of the more enliyhtened of their 
hearers, by admitting that indulgences 
are worthless in expiating sin, and dis- 
coursing with eloquence on the merits of 
the blood of Christ. Not long since, one 
of the priests, holding up the crucifix, 
exclaimed, “This is your God; adore 
him.” At these words the excited 
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multitude fell on their knees, some 
on their faces, before the image of 
Him whom in spirit and truth they re- 
fuse to worship. The Jesuit messengers 
having now quitted their field for another, 
it was open to me, and the Lord blessed 
my endeavors to improve so excellent an 
opportunity for recommending the book 
that would tell of Jesus to the deluded 
people. I sold several bibles and testa- 
ments. 
The gospel among Silesian weavers. 
Nov. 15.— Commenced a tour into 
the Silesian mountains, among which 
many cottages lie scattered, whose in- 
habitants, rarely quitting their isolated 
homes, are beyond the reach of the 
truth, unless it be taken to them. They 
are, for the greater part, as poor as they 
are ignorant, and barely enabled, as they 
say, “to keep soul and body together,” 
by the diligent cultivation of their sterile 
land, and by weaving. In fact, the pov- 
erty of a Silesian weaver has become 
proverbial ; for soul and body are alike 
neglected. 
great rejoicing among these poor people. 
They listened eag -rly to the story of the 
lowly condition of Jesus Christ on earth ; 
and many a countenance glowed with 


My visit and message caused 


delight, while I depicted the future glory 
which his poverty secured for us, if we 
will but possess it. Even the weaving 
shuttles were laid aside, while I read and 
explained the Scriptures; and I have 
every reason to hope that an impression 
has been made in the minds of some, 
that will proveenduring. I spent several 
days among these people, and hope soon 
to be able to repeat my visit. 


LETTER OF MR. BEYEBACH 


Persecution—The gospel among 
prisoners. 
During a tour that I made in August, 


I preached about 100 times. Much 
interest was everywhere aw kened, and 
I only regret to be able so rarely to re- 
visit the same places; for oftiimes the 
seed springs up, but for lack of proper 
nourishment droops and dies. With 
tears the people entreat me to remain 
among them. 
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The strictest surveillance is observed 
at the gates of every city, so that even 
our meetings in the woods have required 
a little contrivance on our part. Wor- 
ship attewpted in our own houses was 
certain to be interrupted. One Lord’s 
day the weather was so unfavorable that 
we determined to weet within the doors. 
But scarcely had I opened the Bible, 
when a gensd'armes entered, took down 
the names of all present, and notes of 
the way he found us occupied. We 
were all summoned to the presence of 
the magistrate ; but I, as the instigator of 
these illegal proceedings, was marked as 
deserving double punishment. I ven- 
tured to ask what law of the land I had 
broken ? But my question so incensed | 
the magisirate that he ordered me’ 
forthwith to be committed to jail, and, 
there I remained three days. But the 
Christian should be a missionary overy- | 


where. Happily, my tracts had not been | 
taken from me, and my fellow-prisoners | 


accepted them very thankfully. Some! 
of them were rongh, reckless men; but 
they listened, while I made known the | 

r 
“Who could have 


gospel to them. 


thought,” said one of them, “that we 
should hear in prison, what we never 
heard in church?” When I asked 
whether they would like me to pray 
with them, all gave a ready assent; 
and it was touching to see men who 
probably hal never before engaged in| 
such an act, bend their knees in prayer. 
Some time later I had a pleasing proof 
that the testimony given in the prison 
had been blessed to one of my hearers. 
In September, some days later, I visited 
the village of K , where I preached 
a year ago. No sooner had I made my 
appearance, than old and young crowded 
around we, saying they had feared I was 
dead, as it was so long since my last 
visit. Now they begged me to tell them 
more of those blessed things that had 
interested them so much. We could 
not venture to have a public meeting ; 
but in a large room I met all who liked 
to come for conversation. Being too 
fatigued to continue my journey the same 
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evening, I risked remaining till morning, 
when several young men accompanied 
me miles on my way, anxious to converse 
of the Saviour, whom they assured me 
they had learned to love. In S——,I 
met with a kind reception from a man 
who, at my former visits, took great pains 
toshun me. He now confessed that his 
former desire to avoid me had arisen not 
so much from opposition, as from a fear 
that I might succeed in persuading 
him we were right. “ But though I 
avoided you,” he said, “I could not es- 
cape from the Lord. Something within 
impelled me to read the Bible, and ] 
have now no other care than to share 
the weal and wo of the children of God.” 
How my heart was gladdened by this 
new proof that the word cf God is 
sharper than any two-edged sword. 


The poor widow’s sacrifice. 

Another pleasing occurrence in this 
place was the following. Among other 
persons, I called on a poor widow, who 
lives by the labor of her hands. “O 
how rejoiced I am to see you,” she ex- 
claimed, “1 have been waiting for a visit 
from you. When last you were here, I 
longed to contribute something to the 
mission ; but was ashamed to offer the 
small sum I could spare. Day and night 
I reflected how it might be increased, 
until the missionary paper came and re- 
lieved me of the difficulty. It stated 
that in Oldenburg one person was con- 
tributing a bee-hive, another a sheep, to 
the mission; and the question arose in 
my mind, *‘ Is there nothing I can spare 
for the purpose?’ My eyes fell on my 
dog — the only companion of my widow- 
hood, the only thing faithful to me on 
earth,—and my resolve was taken. 
I parted with the dog; and though my 
separation from the dumb creature cost 
me tears, I rejoice to have it in my power 
to make a sacrifice for the Lord. And 
here are two dollars,” said the poor 
woman, as she almost exultingly put the 
money into my box, “ may the Lord ac- 
cept my unworthy offering.” This cir- 
cumstance was a lesson to me, while | 
reflected, with a sorrowful heart, how 


: 
A 
4 
é 
j 
q 
; 
bs 
F 


Other Societies. — Armenian Mission. 


much more might be done for the glory 
of God, if I myself, if all Christians, were 
animated by the spirit of this poor 
widow, who gladly parted with that 
which to her was worth as much as the 
diamonds of the wealthy are to them. 


JOURNAL OF MR. KLEPPE. 


The gospel among students—Tract 
blessed. 


Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Jan. 7. — Br. 
Siek provided a sledge to take me to 
Rambow, where I visited several believ- 
ers, and was thankful to find they had 
grown in grace, and in a knowledge of 
the Saviour. The common danger of 
persecution which threatens them, only 
serves to make them cling to one another 
and to the Lord. I then proceeded by 
the railway to Ludwigslust. In the train 
with me were several students, returning 
from the vacation. Two of them, who 
were not strangers to me, seemed anxious 
to have some conversation. They have 
often had books and tracts from me, and I 
believe possess a saving knowledge of 
the truth. They told me that the ridicule 
they had had to endure at the seminary, 
on account of their religious profession, 
had sometimes well nigh tempted them 
to keep silence about the one thing 
needful. But conscience and the love of 
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Christ constrained them still to speak. 
The Lord had so blessed their endeavors 
to commend the gospel to their fellow 
students, that two or three had been in- 
duced to join them at stated times for 
reading the Bible and prayer. 

17.—I ventured to go to Neukloster, 
at the earnest request of the friends, who 
stand greatly in need of encouragement. 
There I conversed with a man who had 
been awakened by reading a loan-tract, 
which a Christian sister is in the habit of 
leaving at various places. I spoke to him 
of the sinfulness of the human heart. 
He said his own great wickedness, though 
he had a good name in the world, had 
often troubled him, without his knowing 
anything of the truth. But since he had 
read that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to die for sinners, his sin had 
caused him inexpressible anguish. He 
listened with eagerness while I endeav- 
ored to show him how we may obtain 
peace in believing. “Iam an old man,” 
said my friend ;“ experience has made me 
cautious, and I never like to take a step, 
without feeling asafe footing. But here 
my fears are banished. I feel that Jesus 
Christ is a rock, on which I may safely 
build my salvation. My feet were on 
the brink of a horrible pit ; but the Bible 
has been a bridge to help me across to 
this rock of salvation.’’ 


OTHER SOCIETIES. 


ARMENIAN MISSION. | 

The Armenian mission of the Ameri- 
can Board has stations at Constantinople, 
Smyrna, Aintab, Cesarea, Tocat, Treb- 


izond, Erzroom, and other places. Eight 
missionaries are stationed at Constanti- 
nople, of whom five are devoted wholly 
to the Armenians, one to the Jews, and 
two, partly to the Greeks and partly to 
the Armenians. Much attention is given 
to the book-department, —the chief part 
of the time of two missionaries, and one 
third of the time of another. One de- 
votes a large share of his time to a re- 


vision of the Bible in Armeno-Turkish, 
preparatory to anew edition. A sec- 
ond has been engaged several months 
in the revision of a hymn-book in Ar- 
menian, and the preparation of a music 
book to accompany it. Another is oc- 
cupied upon a Church Members’ Man- 
ual. Two are principally employed in 
duties connected with the Seminary. 
Each missionary has his stated weekly 
service or services. The weekly average 
is nine and two thirds sermons in the 
native languages; besides three weekly 
prayer meetings, four expositions, four 
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catechetical exercises, and one doctrinal 
lecture every week. Nine or ten hours 
a week are also spent in visiting the 
families of converts and of friendly Ar- 
menians. 

There are five places of worship for 
Armenians in the various districts of Con- 
stantinople, at each of which about fifty 
hearers attend statedly to hear the gos- 
pel. An adult Bible class, of 25 or 30 
members, is also conducted in Turkish. 
Religious truth is widely discussed among 
the highest families, and the gospel sys- 
tem has gained the intellects of many in- 
dividuals, if not their hearts. The num- 
ber of communicants in two churches is 
121. Twelve new members have been 
received the last year, five of them 
Greeks. ‘Twenty males have joined the 
Protestant community at Constantinople 
within the year, several of them having 
families. ‘The Greek service at Pera is 
attended by about eighteen hearers. 
Twelve colporteurs are employed in the 
city and vicinity. Ten students of the 
seminary, during a recent vacation, visit- 
ed several places on the sea of Marmora, 
where they saw many signs of promise. 
Many interesting conversations were held 
with Mussulmans, and the remarkable 
declaration was heard from them that 
Christ is the true prophet and Moham- 
med a false one. 

In Constantinople there are three 
common schools in different divisions of 
the city, besides the female boarding 
school in connection with one of them, 
and the seminary at Bebek. A teacher 
also gives lessons in reading from house 
to house, chiefly to adult females, to en- 
able them to read for themselves the word 
of God. In the seminary are ten Greeks 
and one Jew, besides several Armenians. 
The theological class consists of seven 
pupils. There are daily religious exer- 
cises in the school, morning and even- 
ing, and a Wednesday evening lecture, 
besides the services of the Sabbath, and 
the meetings of the students twice a 
week among themselves. In the female 
boarding school are 35 members. A 
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season of religious interest, nearly a year 
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since, favorably affected the whole school. 
Many were deeply impressed, and some 
seemed to have become true Christians. 

There is agreat demand for the Bible 
in Turkish, and 5,268,600 pages have 
been issued from the press, in four dif- 
ferent languayes. The call for publica- 
tions from the interior has been greater 
than in any former year. 

At Aintab, there isa church of 117 
members; 21 have been added to it 
within the last year. The Sabbath 
school numbers 105, besides a Bible class 
of 40 young men. Common schools are 
made the subject of much attention. 
There is a high school of 37 pupils, a 
girls’ elementary school of 80, and a sim- 
ilar one for boys, numbering 100. There 
is also a private school for girls, number- 
ing 60, of whom two thirds are from Ar- 
menian families. At least 150 adult fe- 
males are taught regularly. There is 
also, besides, a select school of 20 girls. 
There is more than usual inquiry among 
the people, and native brethren are wel- 
comed to their houses and listened to 
with much interest. Recently, during a 
few days, more than 100 tracts on re- 
pentance and holiness were sold to them 
by a single colporteur. The religious 
interest is most remarkable among the 
females. Twenty or twenty-five have 
sometimes been present at prayer meet- 
ings, held in private houses for their 
benefit by the female members of the 
mission. 

Atan outstation connected with this 
station, four priests and twenty-one other 
men have come over to the cause of 
truth. Violent opposition and persecu- 
tion have arisen, but the triumphs of the 
gospel are not staid. There is here a 
Protestant community, numbering three 
hundred persons, who have come out 
from the corrupt and dead national 
church. Twenty-two have been added 
to the church, present number thirty-four. 
In other outstations there is similar en- 
couragement. 

At Cesarea and Tocat, the work is 
chiefly in charge of native helpers. In 
the latter is a Protestant community em- 
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bracing a number of families, in which are | 
supposed to be several real members 


of the body of Christ. There is a good 
attendance on religious worship, and some 
persons, not acknowle?ging themselves 
Protestants, are constant hearers. 

At Marsovan, the congregation which 
had become much reduced has increased 
again to fifty, and great seriousness and 
attention to the word prevail. Large 
numbers in the city appear to be con- 
vinced of the truth, and additions to the 
church are confidently expected. There 
is a school of 25 pupils, two of whom are 
boarding scholars, hopefully pious, and 
give promise of usefulness. A bible 
class is conducted on Sabbath morning, 
and a meeting for prayer and reading the 
Scriptures on Saturday evening. 


At Arabkir a new missionary took up | 


his abode in October, 1853, and com- 
menced religious services in a private 
house with the aid of his teacher. His 
knowledge of the language was yet very 
imperfect. At first only eight or ten were 
present. In December a room fitted up 
for worship was opened, with a congreza- 
tion numbering 32. In a month, the 
number was doubled, and a larger room 
obtained. The hearers have now in- 
creased to more than one hundred, and 
the general feeling is that a place is 
needed that will accommodate three times 
thatnumber. An earnest desire is ex- 
pressed for instruction, and many lads 
have asked, with tearsin their eyes, the 
privilege of being received into the school. 
More than three-fourths of the Armenians 
in the city are thought to be convinced 
of the errors of their national church, 
though they still cleave to it. Many 
copies of the Bible have been sold, and 
the demand still continues. Tracts have 
been scattered throughout the city, and 
not a day passes without a call for them 
and for other books. Prominent men in 
the Armenian church are making various 
efforts in bebalf of the truth. 

The Armenian Church, embracing 
some truth mingled with much error and 
human corruption, extends widely over 
the regions near the Black Sea. The 
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original policy of the mission was to labor 
to secure the true conversion of the peo- 
ple, leaving them in the bosom of the 
national church, that the truth through 
them might work like leaven in the midst 
of error, till the whole should be leavened. 
It has been found, however, impossible to 
secure such an end. Error and truth 
have too little aflimty. Their antago- 
nism is too great to adit of their dwelling 
harmoniously together. The Protestants 
of England separated, years ago, from 
the Catholic body. Tne Baptists of 
Germany, imbued with an evangelical 
spirit, are now separating from the na- 
tional Lutheran church, — finding that 
it is only by such a separation that they 
can bear a fitti.g testimony in behalf of 
the gospel of Christ. 
periment having becn made, the mission 


And so, the ex- 


now advises the Christian converts to 
come out from the Armenian church, 
and form, sometimes in the face of oblo- 
quy and persecution, new Protestant 
communities. It proved to be the only 
feasible method. 
only scriptural one (2 Cor. vi, 14-17). 
May the Lord, with his winnowing fan 
in his hand, promote this separation of 
his people from everything that defileth, 
and “present to himself a church with- 
out spot, ar wrinkle, or any such thing.” 


It is, doubtless, the 


MADAGASCAR. 


In the month of July, 1853, a special 
deputation, under direction of the Lon- 
don Missionary Socicty, sailed from 
Mauritius to the port of Tamatave in 
Madagascar, with a view to obtain am- 
ple and accurate information of the po- 
tition and prospects of Christianity in 
that island. Though not permitted to 
proceed to the capital, they acquired a 
knowledge of many important facts, 
confirming the accounis previously re- 
ceived. The statements heretofore made 
in respect to the attachment of the 
prince to the religion oi Christ and its 
confessors were found to be true. Both 
the prince and his wife are members of 
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the church in Tananarivo. From his 
own resources he has liberally supplied 
the wants of the needy disciples, and his | 
house has often been a refuge to the per- | 
secuted. A cousin of his is also a con- | 
sistent Christian, although at the sacrifice | 
of worldly honor, and risk of personal | 
safety. The martyrs of 1849 and pre- | 
vious years, formerly thought to be near- | 
ly fifty, amount to about one hundred. | 
Many Christians are still held in slavery 
on account of their faith; and holy wo- 
men appear at the midnight meeting of 
the church, wearing a heavy iron collar, 
as a symbol of dishonor and an instru- 
ment of torture. The execution of the 
severe laws against Christianity has been 
relaxed since 1849. But the laws re- 
main unrepealed. The queen is still an 
inveterate idolater, but warmly attached 
to her only child, whom she has not only 
nominated as her successor, but has 
even expressed her purpose to abdicate 
the crown in his favor. This Christian 
prince is admired and loved, and the 
prayers of all the faithful ascend to God 
that he may sit upon the throne of Mad- 
agascar. The intention of the queen, 
however, is resisted by the heathen par- 
ty, headed by her nephew, a man of 
stern resolution, and possessing great in- 
fluence with the army. 

Many copies of the Scriptures in Mal- 
agasy have been destroyed by the hand 
of persecution. The desire of the 
Christians for the word of life, of which 
they have been thus despoiled, is intense, 
and measures have been adopted to sup- 
ply their need. The “ Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” James's “ Anxious Inquirer,” and 
several tracts in the language of the peo- 
ple have been printed and forwarded 
to Port Louis, in the hope that they may 
be safely transmitted to the Christians 
on the island. 


DONATIONS. 
Receivep iv August, 1854. 
Maine. 


Seareport, ch. and soc. 10; North 
Ilaven, Mrs. Lydia Woster 75 cts ; 
Wiscasset, John Sylvester 5, 15.75 


Donations. 


Penobscot Asso., J. C. White tr., Et- 
na, ch. and soc. for the deficiency, 
2.58; Bangor, 2dch 17.42; 3. Sch., 
to sup. Charles G. Porter and De- 
borah Vorter in Assam Orph Sch , 
50; Stetson, Isaac Bickuell 40, 100.00 


115.76 
New Hampshire. 
Claremont, J. H. Wiggin, for the de- 
ficiency, 5.00 
Vermont. 
Manchester, ch. 724 
Massachusetts. 


Joston, coll. by Miss Margaret C. 

Smith (in addition to 10: previous- 

ly coll. by her) 40; E. BR. 25; 

August Bertz 25; Rev Mr. Harlow 

1; Mrs. 8. Taylor, coll 3.25; 

George Brooks 25; a friend 25 cts; 

two friends 2; alady 5; Brookline, 

E. R. Seecomb 150; D. 8. Coolidge 

5; G. Babeock 56; for German 

chapeis, per Kev. J. G. Oncken, 286.50 
Charlestown, Ist ch., Boardman Miss, 

Soc., W. 8S. Edmands tr, to cons. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ii. Littl L M., 

100; South Reading, ch. 10; West 

Dedham, ch., mon. con. 23.04; a 

lady, to cons. hers. and Mrs. Jane 

D. Chaplin L. M., 200; Canton, ch. 

14; New Bedford, a fiiend, to sup. 

a child in Karen Norma! sch., 25; 

New England Village, A. J. Copp 

2; Chelsea, ch., 8. Bryant tr., to 

cons. Nathaniel Nottage L. W., 100; 

Brookline, ch., D. Sanclerson tr., 

50; Southbridge, ch (of which 11 

is from 8. Sch., for the education of 

a Chinese youth) 72.43; Lowell, a 

friend of missions 1000; Webster 

eh. 12.10, 1608.57 
Westtield Asso., 52.00 


Rhode Island. 


Providence, Mrs. F. R. Arnold and 
dauchter 250 

Providence, a few brethren of the 
Peottish ch. 6.73; Kev. Mr. Davis’ 


ch. ; Bristol, ch. 10; for Ger- 
man chapels, per Rev J. G. Onck- 
en, 31.75 
— 281.75 
Connecticut. 


State Convention, W. Griswold tr., 
Suffield, 2d ch. 35; Hartford, Ist . 
ch. 500.81 ; South ch. 475 79; Ches- 
ter, ch. 2; Clioton, ch. 5.19; Dan- 
bury, 2d ch. 85; Waterbury, ch. 

68; Saybrook, 1st ch. 2.88; New 
Ilaven, Academy st. ch., to cons. 
Henry Sturgis L. M., 100; Wil- 
lington, ch.73; New London, Ist 
ch. 35; Stafford, ch. 30; Brooklyn, 
ch. 8.34; Stepney, ch. 20; Bridge- 
port, ch. 20; North Stonington, Ist 
ch. 4.50; South Windsor, ch. 10; 
a friend 20; New London, 24 ch. 
5; small individual sub. 12.82, 1,512.38 
Ulartford, Julia E. Lyman, to sup. 
Jane K. Lyman in the family of 
Rev. 8. M. Whiting, Sibsagor 26.00 
Essex, Rev. Joseph A. Bailey 0; A. 
F. Whitemore 10; Mrs Jerusha 
Hayden 40; Charles C. Cocklin 6; 
Reuben Post 5; Sophia L. Post 2; 
Wealthy A. Post5; G. Smith 6; 
Mrs. Parker 1.25; 0. Spencer and 
family 6; Jease Braddock 5; Cla- 
rinda Braddock 2; J. C. Redéeld 
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5; Mrs. Rebecca Hill 50; Mrs. R. 
P. Williams 60; Mrs. Prudence 
Bushnell 1; two friends 2; Hart- 
ford, AF. Day 100; for German 
chapels, per Rey. J. G. Oncken, 


805.25 


Donations. (October, 1854. 


Clearfield Asso., Cherry Tree, ch., 
per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Clarion Asso., East Mahoning, ch. 
2.08 ; Jonathan Fry 1; per Rev. 8. 
M. O., agent, 


—— 1,843.58 | Centre Asso., Milesburg, Miss M, BE. 


New York. 


New York city, cash, per Rev. Mr. 
Buckbee 20; Olive Branch ch. 
20.93; Tabernacle ch. 143; Ist 
Mariners, ch. 100; Youths’ Onck- 
en’s soc. in do. 50; Brooklyn, cen- 
traleh 301.25; Mrs. Tubbs 5; a 
German 5; Williamsburg, ch. 24.- 
79; for German chapels, per Rev. 
J. G. Oncken, 

New York city, a friend 3; Freedom, 
Weish ch. 60, 

Rensseluerville Asso , Preston Hol- 
low, ch. 23.12 ; Kensselaerville, ch. 
13.03 , Sioansville, ch. 17 ; Charles- 
ton, ch. 3.55; per Rey. O. Dodge, 
agent, 

Worcester Asso., 13.68; Richmond- 
ville and Gilboa, ch. 7.34; Jeffer- 
son avd Gilboa, ch. 10; Maryland, 
ch 5; Female Mite Soc. 6; Rich- 
mondville,ch. 5; Seward and De- 
eatur, ch. 50 cts; Summit, ch. 13.- 
12; Worcester, ch. 8.73; Rev. E. 
Spafford 1; Master Davis 5 cts ; 0. 
B. Osvorne 3; Mr. Baker 50 cts; 
wih other donas. to cons. Rev. 
Walter Covey L. M., per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 

Hudson Kiver South Asso., Sarah 
Butler 1; Phillipstown, Ist ch. 8.- 
23; Isaac Jacox 25; Matteawan, 
ch. 250; per Rey. O, D., agent, 

Frankliv Asso., 1. Bostwick tr., per 
Rev O D., agent, 

Union Asso , Yi rktown, ch. 16; Red 
Mills, ch. 1.62; Carmel, ch., with 
other donas. to cons. Warren 
Townsend L. M., 37; per Rev. 0. 
D , avent, 

Washington Union Asso., avails of 
gold beads, per Rev. 0. D., agent, 
Saratoga Asso., Greenfield, Ist ch., 

per Rev. 0. D., agent, 


New Jersey. 


Perth Amboy, Mr. Dusser 4; Mr. 
Muller5; Frank 1; Louis Goedeke 
2; Newark, friends 37; William 
Norris 10; Andrew Johustone 15; 
E. Doughty 10; Samuel Mason 5; 
Benjamiu Stites 2.50; Mr. Jones 
1; Thowas John 8; Mr. Andrews 
1; Mr Turver 5; Mr Compton 3; 
Miss Fish 1; 1. Mollison 5; I. Mor- 
ris 2; James Jonustone 5; Robert 
Jobnstone 10; Miss Butterfield 1; 
J. Peckham 1; James Hague 30; 
German ch. 5.50; Jersey city, Mrs. 
Elizabe:h Roberts 25; for German 


669.97 
63.00 


56.71 


54.02 
4.00 
6 42 


chapels, per Rev. J.G Oncken, 190.00 


New Brunswick, Ist ch., Youth's 
For. Miss. Soc , 8 Van Wickle tr. 
500; Heboken. Ist ch., to cons, I. 
V. F. Wilson L. M 100.12; Moores- 
town, ch. 15; Constable, ch. 2; 


Greenwich, ch. 27 ; 644.12 


Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, 1st ch. 245 20; 5th ch. 
127.13; for Germun chapels, per 
Rev. J. G. Oncken, 

Philadelphia, 10th ch., Juv. Miss. 
Soc. 50; Upland, John P. Crozer, 
to cons. George K. Crozer and Rob- 


872.33 


ert Hall Crozer L. M., 200; 250.00 


Tioga Asso., Oliver Elliott tr., 

Northumberland Asso., 18.52; Jersey 
Shore, ch. 11.10; Shamokin, ch. 
4.20; Danville, ch.3; per Rev. 8. 
M. Usgood, agent, 


12.00 


86.82 


Lewis, per Rev.8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Dayton, German ch. 45; Windham, 
ch. 6; for German chapels, per 
Kev. J. G. Oncken, 5 

Norwalk, ch. 33.20; Piqua, Ist ch., 
8. Sch., to sup. Elisha H. Hamlin 
in Assam Orph. Sch., 13, 


Indiana. 


Little Blue River, ch. 4.90; Meta- 
mora, ch. 7.06; Brookville 75 cts ; 


Illinois. 


Belvidere, Mrs. M. Whitman 5; H. 
L. Crosby 5; 8. Bennett 3; D. L. 
Baker 1; 8 Lawrence 1; E. Moss 
2; J. Saxton 3; Mrs. Saxton 1; 
Col. Waiker 1; J. Haskins 1; Dr. 
Molony 2; E. KE. Moss 5; Miss J. 
Moss 1; Mrs. 8. Smedley 50 cta; 
Nathan Smedley 50 cts; Samuel 
Jenks 2; T. J. Bishop 60 cts; 
Sarah Merrill 50 cts; P. C. Shef- 
field 2; P. Alden 1; A. Moss, sen., 
5; E. Foote 2; B. Ames 1; Grace 
Baker's savings bank 40 cts; Rev. 
T. Breckenridge 2; D. Mabie 2; 
L. L. Lake 1; A. Mabie 1; H. 
Whitman 5; C. Whitman 3; Mrs. 
M Y. Foote 5; Maria Congdon 1; 
M. Lovelace 1; Miss M. Congdon 
1; Mr. Trowbridge 50 cts; Mrs. 
M. Tinker 2; cash 60 ets; Troy, 
Miss M. Harder’s 3. Sch. class 2, 


Michigan. 
Detroit, Rev. J. M. Gregory 
Maryland. 


Baltimore, Miss Eliza Wilson 50; Miss 
Melville Wilson 50; Mrs. H. Pat- 
terson 20; for German chapels, per 
Rev. J. G. Oucken, 120.00 

Taney Town, ch. 6.00 


Virginia. 
Richmond, Ist ch , W. H. Gwathmey 
6; J.P. Ballard5; J.L. Apperson 
5; J.R. Garlick 3; Alfrea Bogly 
6; W.H. Ligon 1; John R. Cook 
5; a little boy 13 cts; Dr. A. G@. 
Wortham 1; Mrs. J. A. Wortham 
1; D. R. Crane 2.50 ; for German 
chapels, per Rev. J. G. Oncken, 
Louisiana. 
New Orleans, Mr. Griggs, for German 
chapels, per Kev. J. G. Oncken, 


Missouri. 
Brunswick, Young Ladies of the Se- 


mivary 5. 


Shawanoe Mission. 
Ottawa, J. T. Jones 10.% 


$7,089.38 
Legacy. 


Tolland, Ct., Mrs. Elizabeth Vinton, 
per Miss M. Vinton, 16.0 


$7,104.28 
Total from April Ist to August 8lst, 1854, $29,965.14. 
Donations in Clothing and Goods. 


Cambridge, Ms., Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 
1 box clothing for Rev. F. Barker, 65.91 
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